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the kindergarten to the university, but now
all kinds of obstacles are to be placed in the
way of the poor man’s child. I am told on
good authority there are, in Pertb, institu-
tions taking boys as apprentices to dentistry.
Their parents believe those boys are to become
practising dentists, The parents are paying
premiumg for the privilege. Later, when
they come to read the articles of apprentice-
ship, they discover that their boys are ap-
prenticed as mechanics, and will never be
able to practise dentistry.

Mr. SPEAEER: The motion will cover
that.

Mr. MUNSIE: No, it will not apply to
the professions, but the amendment will.

Mr. Underwood: Why worry about pro-
fessions when you cannot get a bricklayer?

Mr. MUNSIE: Becavse I want the rising
generation to have the same chance of be-
coming professional men as they have of be-
coming bricklayers.

Mr. Underwood:
labovrers!

Mr. MUNSIE: If they turn out good
labourers it will not be wuch to their pre-
judice. In some professions to-day they are
being turned out mere labourers. If the im-
quiry be extended to the professions, it may
do some good.

Mr. Teesdale: It cannot force an employer
to teach a boy a trade if he does not intend
to.

Mr. MUNSIE: If an employer takes an
apprentice he should teach bhim a trade. I
fdo not want an employer tv be compelled
to teach a boy if, on trial, the boy proves un-
suited for the trade. But if an sapprentice
shows aptitude for a trade, the employer
ought to be compelled to teach him that trade.
I hope the House will curry the amendment
und will then carry the amended motion,

And you furn them out

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [10.37]: 1
compliment the member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes) wpon his amendment. The appren-
ticeship question in Australia is a big sub-
ject; in Western Australia it is a pressing
one, and as applied to the professions, it is
a really serious one, especially for the parent
who has had to shell out £200 or £300 by
way of preminm. It ia nearly time Parlia-
ment took a hand in the apprenticeship ques-
tion, not only as applied to bricklayers or
carpenters, but as applied to the professioms.
Dentists have accepted apprentices, knowing
that the Dental Act lays it down that, pre-
paratory to being articled as dentists, boys
musgt have passed the junior University ex-
amination.

Mr. Underwood: And be able to gabble a
bit.

AMr. LAMBERT: I have known registered
dentists accept a premium of £156 from work-
ing men who believed they were placing their
boys in a way to become registered dentists.
Under the Dental Act that is impossible. The
same thing obtains in the legal profession
and others. Parliament should lay it down
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as a principle that the only proof to the
articling of a boy to his profession is his
capacity to serve in his profession. It is a
scandal that Parliament should folerate the
payment of cxtortionate premiums for allow-
ing a boy to be articled in any profession.
In the legal profession the premium is a
charge upon a lad after he has passed hia
final examination, Possibly a boy may serve
with a legal practitioner and will find
after he has passed his final examination that
there is a debt standing against him of per-
haps £200 or £300.

Mr. Underwood: That is the great Labour
movement that looks after the legal profes-
sions!

Mr. Munsie: The Labour movement looks
after all classes.

Mr. LAMBERT: I will raise my voice in
support of the bricklayer, the carpenter, the
mason, the bootmaker and anyone else who
may be coneerned.

Mr, Underwood: Yon are putting in a
pretty good tale for the professional man now.

Mr, Munsie: The amendment deals with the
professional man.

Mr, Underwood: It is a fool of an amend-
ment.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope the House will
accept the amendment and that it will prove
to be the first step towards wiping out an
iniquitous system that has grown up, and
that the professional men will realise their
obligations meore, and see that those who are
articled will not be merely those who ean pay
high premiums.

On motion by the Minister for Agriculture,
debate adjourned.

House adjeurned at 10.48 p.m.
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BILL—~-FRIENDLY SOCTETIES
AMENDMENT.

Assembly's Amendments.

ACT

Consideration resumed from the previgus
duy of a schednle of five amendments made
hy the Assembly in the Bill,

fu Committee.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Edueation in echarge of the Bill.

No. 3—LClausge 9, strike out puragraph (6):

Ou wation by the Minixter for Kdueation,
the Assembly ‘s amewhment was agreed to.

No, 4.—Clause 12, strike out ‘‘his,’” in line
5, aml insvrt ‘“her’’ in lien thereof:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: [
move—

Thal the amendmcut be agreed ta.
It represents the correction of an error.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 5.—Clause 18, strike ont this clause:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
move—-

That the amendment be agreed to.

This course seems necessary, beeaunse we de-
sire that the RBill ghall become law, and any-
thing that might interfere with the prospects
of s enactment would not Le wise. {lause
18 refers to returns and information to be
furnished to the Registrar of Friendly Socie-
ties by the secretaries of these societies.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I am greatly surprised
at the Minister’s suggestion. Apparently our
reasons for inserting this clause are not to be
taken into comsideration simply because a
majority of another place hold views different
from ours. No reason has been given why the
clause should be deleted. We compromised on
the original clause, which was somewhat dras-
tic. The compromise was the result of a con-
ferenve with the Colonial Secretary, and I
thought it would have met with the ready
approval of auwother place. True, the clause
as it stands requires the sending in of cer-
tain returns, but not the full returns demanded
by the original clanse. Under the Interpreta-
tion Act, having regard to the meaning given
to the word “‘vompany’’ in the Life Assur-
ance Act, it 35 already a contravention of the
law for these sovicties not te render the re-
turns required by the elawse.  Undoubtedly
the members of these societies are joined to-
gether for mutual advantage, and therefare
returns must bhe rendered to the Registrar of
Friendly Sovietivs, For their own safety
that course is essential. In searching for
reasons why ancther place rejected the claude,
I found it had heen stated that private socie-
ties did not concern the registrar. Iurther,
the guestion was asked why the Government
shounld dexire the power to get these returns
when the subject did not eoncern them at all.
My contention is that any society having tor
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its object the raising of funds for the purposu
ot alleviation in times of sickness and death
should render returus with a view to efnsur-
ingr the safe operation of the funds. Again,
it has been urged that the funds raised by the
employer~ of vertain Government institutions
should not be subject to the rendering of re-
turos, breause those funds are controlled by
vetmmitiors and every provision iy made tor
their safety, all things being snbject to the
vlnsest serntiny., It thot s se, what can be
the wobjection to furmishing refurns to the
Registrar of Friendly Societies? I fail to
ser that we <honll aceept the views of an-
other place, I move, as an omendment to
the Minister's motion—

That the Ausemldly’s omeadment be nol
agreed fo.

The MINISTER FOR ¥EDUCATION: Mr.
Duffelt hay entirely misunderstood me. The
only reasun I moved that we should aceept
the Assembly’s amendment was that, al-
though the session is drawing to a close, T
was hopetul the Bill wonld thus Lecome law,
If the hon. member thinks his amendment
will not jeopardise the Rill, well and good.
I still think the wiser rcourse would be to
accept the Assembly’s amendment, see how
the Bill works and, if any amendments be
found necessary, they ean be made next ses-
sion.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Clausc 18 proposes to
make every friendly society subservient to the
registrar. It means greater advantage to the
registrar and to the department. Some volun-
tary erganisations have heen in existence for
nearlv a quarter of a2 century. The clause
will apply te all voluntary sovieties now in
vxistenee and to others yet to be created.
It is gquite unnecessary that such societies
should be broupht under the registrar. T hope
the Committee will agree to the Assembly’'s
amendment,

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: On the second read-
ing I took exception te Clause 18 and asked
the reason for it. The MMinister said the
Government wanted it for statistical purposes
alone. Later, the Minister moved an amend-
ment to exclude organisations whose funds
are administered from the Eastern States. In
my view, if the Government want the pro-
vigion for statistical purposes they shonld rm-
brace all societics, wheresoever administered.
Only on such a condition would T he prepared
to vote far Clanse 1%,

Hon. J. E. DODD: Tt wonld he folly to
jeropardise the Bill for the sake of Clause 1S.
The proposal of the registrar, as embodied in
the Bill, was wrong and xerved only to frighten
a lot of the societirs. The repistrar’s aubse-
qnent amendment does not seem to have heen
made in the best possible manner. T «till
think something shoull he done to rTegn-
late the funds of the socicties.

The CITAIRMAN: The best course for Mr.
Duffell to pursue will he to vote against the
motion of the Minister that the Assembly’s
amendment be agreed to. T will ireseribe that
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course and, overlooking Mr, Duffell’s amend-
ment, pnt the Minister’s motion.

Question put and passed, the Assembly’s
amendment agreed to.

EResolutione reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordiugly returned to the
Assembly,

BILL—ETAMP ACT AMENDMENT,
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day. Hos.
J. W. Kirwan in the Chair; the Minister for
Edueation in charge of the Bill,

Bill reported with amendments.

Recommiital.

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, Bill re-
committed for the purpose of further com-
sidering Clause 3,

Clause 3—Amendment of Section 73:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T move an amend-
ment—

That in line 4 '‘already’’ ba struck out.

ilon. A, LOVEKIN: I should like your
ruling, Mr. Chairman, as to whetber the Bill
is in order. We have been challenged by
the Assembly that we have done something
wrong, and that this is a money Bill we
had no power to amenil, If it is a money
Hill, it must bhave been introduced into
another place by a Message from the Gov-
crnor, and under onr Sianding Orders a
cartificate to that effect should be upon the
Bill. The original Bill containa no such
vertifieate, and its introduction was not pre-
ceded by a Message from the Governor
recommending il. Therefore, it is either out
of order now, or the procedure we adopted
the other day was in order. It is either a
money Bill, or it is not, If it is, it cannot
be conmsidered in this House without the carti-
ficate to which I have referred. If it is not
a money Bill, we were within our rights m
amending it.

Tha MINISTER FOR EDUGCATION: This
point has been raised before on one or two
other oceagions. It is, however, a pity to
raise it now, for this is merely a small con-
tinuance Bill. That portion of it Mr, Nichol-
son desires to amend does not affect the
money clauses, It would be wise if the hon.
member reconsidered the position he bhas
taken up, 2lthough he may be perfectly right
in his objection. I hope the Government
will not be obliged to introduce another Bill
this session.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I had thonght of
raising this point, but decided not to do so.
Rightly speaking we ecan absolve anyone
from blame in this matter, for under Section
46 of the Constitution Aet, as amended, we
can with a great deal of force contend that
this is not a money Bill. Standing Order
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239 also bears out this contention. We must
he guided by our Standing Orders, which
lay down the course of action when we are
altering or repealing a duty. The question
is whether it 43 a money Bill under our
Standing Orders.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: I am not taking a
technrical objection with a view to defeat-
ing the Bill. T eoncu: in what you, Sir, and
the President did the other day in passing
the Bill through. We were right 1n the
course of action we took, Apparently we
have been rvastigated by another place for
having the effrontery to deal with a Bill we
were not entitled to deal with, and we are
now going throngh 2 procedurs that is
practically an admission on our part that
we eannot deal with such a Bill. If we have
done anything wrong, the Assembly has con-
tributed to our wrong-deing by sending us
a money Bill without the necessary certifi-
cate. T do not, however, desire to press the
objection, '

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION : 1
appreeiate the statement of Mr. Lovekin
that he does net intend to press this matter,
although the fact that the Bill is not en-
dorsed by a certificate from the Govermor
might be suflicicnt evidence to rule it out
of order as a money Bill.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: The Legislative
Assembly has castigated us for improper
provedure with respeet to this Bill. I con-
tend we had a perfect right to deal with it
us we did, under Standing Order 178, We
should not accept the castigation of another
place when we are in order in what we
have done.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: |, toe, would like
your ruling, Mr, Chairman., Tt is possible
this House has been led into a trap by the
absence of a certificate.

Hon, F, E. 8, WILLMOTT: Is it oot a
fact that it in necessary for a Bill to be
accompanied by a Message from the Gov-
ernor only when it is one referring to loans,
or the power to raise loans. X do not think
it is necessary to have a Mesrage when it i
a matter of taxation.

Hon. J. Nichelson: This is a duty.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: In a matter
of imposing taxation it is not necessary %o
have a communication from His Excellency.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: If we press for a
ruling, we may get one that the Bill is not
in order as a money Bill. T do not desire to
press that point, because it will mean the
loss of the I3ill. Having drawn attention
to the fact that the Bill does not comply
with our Standing Orders, we c¢an let the
matter drop,

Hon. J. CORNELL: T 4o not think another
place doubted our mentality, or desired to
affront us, We are dealing with this Bill
ag an ordinary PBill, and we¢ made certain
amendments to it. It was then returned to
the Assembly which claimed we had adopted
the wrong procedure, in that we should have
requested it to make the amendments we
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desired, There is wo need for us to get up
on vur hind legs on this matter. Let us
request the Assembly to make whai amend-
ments we desire.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. CORNELL: To my opinion we
bhave adopted the wrong procedure. The
amendment should have been put in the form
that we ‘‘request the Assembly’’ to agree to
the amendment suggested.

The CHAIRMAN: That will be the form
in which the new eclause will be finally placed
hefore the Assembly.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON:
anendment —

That after ‘‘paid'’ in line 6 the words
‘Cafter the commencement of the prineipal
Act’” e ingarted.

Amendment put and passed; the clanse, as
amended, agreed to.

I move a further

Bill reported with amendments and a mes-
sage accordingly forwardwd to the Assembiy
requesting them to make the amendments,
leave being giveu to sit apain on receipt of
a message from the Assembly.

BILL—YARBRAMONY EASTWARD
RATLWAY,

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time,

BILL—LOAN (£3,763,000.)
Seeond Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. W. CARROLL {East) [5.20]: T do
not imfend to traverse the whole of the Loan
Estimates but to deal with only one or two
points.  Certain amounts set out in the
schedunle to the Bill, have been alloested for
various works. One of the first relates to the
provision of water supplies in the country dis-
tricts. The amount provided is small when
we take into consideration the smount of work
ahead of the Government if they intend to
deal with the problem in the way that is
necessary. AN to the amount of work to he
done hy the momey appropriated under the
Bill, hon. members should remember that
some little time ago the question of water
supplies in the country was acute. At that
time a deputation waited on the Premier whe
stressed the fact that it was very diffienlt for
the Government to do anvthing beeause the
departmental estimates for the work to he
done were so high. We requested the Gov-
ernment to undertake a scheme to excavate a
large number of dams in the country as had
been done many years ago oe the goldfields
with such fine results. The Premier produoced es-
timates that had been furnished tohim by the
Public Works Department indicating that the
east of sinking a 5,000 yard dam would be up-
wards of £2,400 or nearly 10s. per cobic yard
Private individuals were then getting dams
sunk for from 1s. 6d. to Is. 9d. per cubic
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varl in the same class of country and under
similar conditions,

Hen. i, W. Miles: That is the Jifference be-
tween day labour and contraet system,

Hon. W. CARROLL: It shows the differ-
cnce between private enterprise and depart-
mental work. From time to time it has been
stated that representatives of country dis-
tricts are ulways clamouring for works and
asking the (Governmont to incur expenditure
in their districts, while at the same time evi-
dencing unwillinguess to agree to the Gov-
crnment seeuring revenoe to meet the cost ot
thuse works. On the other hand, we wish fo
point out that much of the money expended
is not in the hest interests of the State and
little value is received for the money so ex-
pended.  We all realise that the question of
water sapplies, whether in the vity or in the
country, is of the firgt imj.ortance to the peo-
ple who ean get along without many things,
but cannot get on withont water Not long
sinee, I saw o model of an invention by
i man whae lives, | believe, at Cannington.
He estimated that with a machipe manufac-
tured along the lines of his model, he could
at a cost of £12 per day, excavate dams at
the rate of 1,200 to 1,500 cubic yards per
day, which would work cut at ahout £1 per
1,00t cubie yards, That gentleman handed
his model vver to the State lmplement Works
aud [ believe the Fngineer-in-C'hief has re-
porfedd favourably wn it, while the engineers
at the Stute [mplement Works are of the
opinion that the invention is practicable. In
view of tle serviousness of the finaucial position
amdl the still more serious puosition in the coun-
try distriet, owiug to the shortage of water,
the tGioveriment should take every pessible
step to uscertain whather the invention will
do what the man ¢laims for it. T am not
prepared to saxy that it will do so. If, on the
other hand, it does only half what the in-
ventor clains for if, it will provide a tremend-
ons ardvunee on anything we have on the mar-
ket at the present time. If put into operation
it wonld hie an inestimable boon to the State.
I do not know the man from Adam and am
net, therefore, pushing his invention forward
in his interests, There is another point re-
latiny ta water conplies in the distriets, Tt
is often asked why farmers da not provide
water snpplies for themselves. In many agri-
enltural areas rain iy precipitated in com-
paratively light individual falls. It is suffi-
cient to emable the couniry to grow good
crops, but is pot sufficient to canse the water
to run along the surface. TUnless the catch-
ment available is good, the farmer is not
able to conserve water, particularly those whe
are not conversant with the pioneering stages
of settlement, pastoral or agricnltural. Several
comparisons have bheen madr regarding the
money provided in the Loan Bill for water
supplies in the country and in the city. A
statement was made last nipht regarding
members represeoting country distriets falling
vietims to the clever practices of a metropoli-
tan member, inasmuch as they had voted
against the metropolitan water supply re-
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gulations earlier in the session. If you will
remember, Mr. President, the attitude we
adopted on that ocecasios was one of protest
agawnst the Government supplying water to
sporting bodies at a rate cheaper than they
supplied it to indusfrial concerns. It was on
that ground that we voted against the regula-
tions referred to. It was not with the in-
tention of depriving the Ge¢iernment of re-
venue so bady needed. T tkink I am right
in saying that the Government haa the power
to frame fresh regulations the very minute
those I refer to were disallowed. I am glad

to sec provision made for an agricul-
tural ccllege. That institution is bound
up  with the proper edveation of the

youth of this State. Some little time ago
questions were asked regarding the provision
of an agricultural college and only recently
a question was asked in another place as to
the site of the proposed institution. I remind
hon. members that the present Government
some little lime ago appointed a committee
of experts to inspect the various sites avail-
able and to report to the Government as to
the best site for the college whenever the
Government were in a position to erect it.
That committeee went exhaustively inte the
matter and recommended one site as pre-
eminently svitable for the purpose. I hope
that when the Government deal with this
matter they will carry out the recommenda-
tions of their own committee. It doea not
matter what any private member may think;
[ hold that when the Government appoint a
ecommittee of experts to go inte any question
and that committee takes whatever evidence
is available and makes a recommendation ae-
cordingly, it is the duty of the Government
to give effect to that recommendation. 1
trust it will he done on this occasion if the
site then selected be still available. The re-
commendation was made gsome time ago. If
the site ke not etill available the Government
should consider the question of establiching
the college on portion of the Avondale estate
that they still hoid. Tt is a very fine distriet
and no expenge would be involved for the
gite. Many comparisona are heing made be-
tween the whent yield of this State and the
yields obtained in the Wimmera district of
Vietoria, much to the disparagement of our
farmers, 1 know something nf the Wimmera
distriet. T was reared there and lived there
until T eame to Western Avstralin. T lived
alongside what is now the Longeronong Agri-
cuftural College. I saw the first load of tim-
ber go on to the gronnd. At that time the
wheat yields of the Wimmera distriet were
no hetter t-an are those of Western Anstralia
to-day. For quite a number of yenrs after
the collere was built there was no great im-
praverrent in the wheat yields, Tt was onlv
after many exneriments had heen econducted
at the college and applied by the farmers that
the vields tepan to improve, and to-day are
the envy and despair of the rest of Aunstralia.

Hon, J. Drifell;: Why the derpair?

Hon, W, CARROLL: Because elsewhere
the farmers have been unable to approach
them.
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Hon. J. Duffell: That should be encourag-
ing.

gHon. W. CARROLL: Some people say hard
things about the land of Western Australia,
but from my experience of the Wimmera and
of Western Anstralia, I consider there is just
a5 good land here. When our farmers get
down to work in the same way as have the
Winmmniera farmers, we shall produce equally
good crops. The improvement in the Wim-
mera yields is due to the teachings of the
agricultural college, and to the application of
the lessons learned from a long series of ex-
periments at the college and the farm at-
tached to it. I have not the alighteat doubt
that a like result will follow the establish-
ment of an agricultural college here, but the
results here will come mueh more quickly
thap they did in the Wimmera. Recently we
have been told that Western Australia is
spending far too mueh money on the eduea-
tior of its young people. Money wisely ex-
pended on cducation is the finest investment
we can make.

The Miniater for Education: Do you think
the money is being wrongly expended by the
Education Department?

Hen, W, CARROLL: [ do not say so.
Bearing in mind the peculiar state of devel-
opment, I think eduecation shounld be directed
to lines that would give us the quickest pos-
sible returns. What we need more than any-
thing else is ready money. If we can direct
our education to develop the lines that will
give us money and bring the State to pros-
perity, we shall be doing the best thing for
the State. If we spend a little more money
in education along the lines of increasing the
productivity of our soils, whether as affecting
wheat, wool, or anything else, progperity will
quickly follow and the State will be able to
turn the corner, It is a fine thing to have a
free university, but the bulk of the students
are compelled to seek employment outside the
State. We are losing, not only the cost of
educating them, but also useful citizens. We
educate them in a way that makes it impos-
sible for them to find profitable employment
for their talemts. T am not speaking in a
spirit of carping criticism, but this is a peint
that might well be considered. Tf we could
inerease our wheat yield by three or four
hirshels an acre, it wouid make a tremendous
difference to the State. Only by education
can this be done. T do not intead to speak
about the Peel estate, because that will be
the subjeet of an inquiry. A while ago I
vivited the groun settlements at Denmark, and
was pgreatly impressed with the tremendous
quantity of fine timber on the properties be-
ine cleared. The foreman in rharge said if ha
cculd get it to a small spot mill, he could
cut all the timher required for building
the louses. When I tell members that
£20 per cottage vns charged for earting the
material from the Denmark atation to the
seltlements, they will realive what a consid-
erable aaving could have been effected had
it been possible to carry out this suggestion.
The man had had considerable experience of
sawmills. There is another aspect of group
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* settlement that is not sufficiently stressed,
The maximum arca clearcd on each holding
is 23 acres, and the settlers are advised to
engage in dairying and pig-raising., Aanyone
with a knowledge of dairying knows that to
maintain a milk supply from 10 cows, it is
necessary to have 30 to 40 head of cattle,
that is, counting dry cows and young heifers.
Though the holdings may reach that stage
eventunally, it will be some years hefore the
pastures become suificiently set to carry the
necessary number of stock. This point, 1
think, has not becn sufficiently considered. We
occasionally read in the Press disparaging
references to outside influence, but I ean guote
an instance where the interference of respon-
sible bodics had a good effect. The Govern-
meat dairy expert divided the State with a
blue peneil into about three compartments,
and said only Jerseys, Shorthorns, and Guern-
seys should be stocked. Apyrshires were not
ghown on the map at all,

Hon. V. Hamersley: Nor Prisians?

Hon. W, CARROLL: That is s0. Another
fine breed excluded was the Red Poll, to which
breed belonged the cow that had the honour
of first producing in Australia 1,000 1bs, of
butter in a year. .Yet under this man’s arbi-
trary act, approved by the Minister, Red Polls
_were to be kept off the map. The Royal
Agrienltural Society and the association to
which I belong protested, and the decigion was
altered, with great benefit to the State. I
mention this because we read so much in the
Press about outside influence being harmful
to the Goverument,

Hon. A. Burvill: Did the dairy expert
cona It the districts and the Agricultural Soc-
iety before making the allocation?

Hon. W. CARROLY:: The Agricultural
8Bociety bad mothing to do with the allocation,
but protested against it.

Hon. A. Burvill: It was made without con-
sulting any of the districts except those
around Perth.

Hon. W. CARROLL: When Mr. Stewart
was greaking on railway questions Mr, Corneli
interjected that the department were carrying
euper. for the farmers at a very low rate.
I believe the same thing applies to ore being
earried from the goldfields. 1 know it wsed
to be so. Tt is infinitely better for the Gov-
ernment to carry ore at a low rate and earn
some revenue than to run the trucks empty.
Theoretieally, at any rate, sending super. into
the country is like casting one’s bread upon
the waters: every ton of siper. rsed jis going
to prodvce revenue for the railways in the
following wear. Tt has been said that the
farmers are anxiors to have mierants brou~ht
from the O Country in order that they might
get cheap latour.

Hon. F. H. Gray: Which is happening.

Hon. . Stewart: Not farmers, but people
generally, ‘

Han W. CARROLTL:: As a farmer T arplied
the remark to myself. Tn every trade there
is a= npprerticeshin. One ernnot walk into
a jolnor's shop, take wp the tools, and he a
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first class joiner straight away. The same
applies to farming. Lven the most eXper-
ienced farmers in the State realise that they
are enly touching the fringe of the business.
Labourers eoming out to Woestern Australia
do so in the hope that one day they will have
farms of their own, and if they have anything
of the British spirit in them—bad and all as
it sometimes seems, it is the finest in the
world—they will succeed. The position is that
they hope to become farmers themselves some
day. [ know a good many of them that
started down very low, hut did not remain
low very long, avd te-day some are suceess-
ful larmers. A few words abont tramways
before T conclude. Jlr, Stewart made out a
good vase on the subject of tramways the
other day, but T may submit semething that
perhaps he does not know of. Tt is this,
that if he lived where he would require to
use the Beaufort-street line, he would know
that if the line were put inte a eondi-
tion of proper repair, it wouid mop up
al} the profits that the route had shown dur-
ing the past five years, I have a recollection
of Mr. Bcaddan making a statement some
years ago that it was intended to relay the
line ‘from Beaufort-street hridge to Walcott-
street. I believe it was relaid as far as New-
castle-street, but beyond that one need not
travel more than a couple of chains without
noticing pieces of stcel between the flanpes.
In faet it is mot safe to travel along this
route. 1 helieve that the rails used in con-
nection with the Como extension were origin-
ally intended for Beaufort-street. That, of
course, is only an expression of opinion. The
position is that if the line were put inte a
decent state of repair to make it thoroughly
safe for traffic, ail ite profit would be used
up, aud something more in addition. There
is no desire on our part to harass this or any
other Govermment by requests for the cxpen-
diture of public moneys in the country dis
tricts, but we do think that if the Govern-
ment were alive to their own interests, they
wonld try to make attractive life and econdi-
tions in the coustry, which to-day are such
that human beings ¢annot exist under. In
regard to group seitlements, houses are pro-
vided at a cost of £180. Of course they can-
not be mansions for that amouant, but we must
bear in mind that under the Agricultural Bank
Aet a farmer in the agrienltoral areas is al-
lowad only £30 with which to hunild a honse.
Sp we have a distinction which is nof justi-
fied. A Government that is supposed to gov-
ern for all alike should not be a party to dis-
tinctions of this kind.  If they can spend
money as T have pointed out for one class of
settler, they shorld de it for others and make
the conditions of living fairly equal.

Hen. 7. J. HOLMES (North) [5.50]: The
last sreaker coneluded bis remarks by stat-
ing that the Government should povern for
all. T wish to voint out, as it is my duety to
dn as o rerresentative of the North Provinece,
that the North is receiving very little of the
loaves and fishes. The Bill proposes to raise
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£3,76:1,000 for public works, and the voice of
the members vepresenting the North is as a
voie: crying in the wilderness. Still, it is
our duty, whenever the opportunity offers, to
draw attention to the treatment that is meted
out to the northern part of the State, a coun-
tey tlat, gecording to the Minister, is xo full
ol possililities. Turn to the schedule und we
find that out ot the £3,763,000, provision is
made for the expendifure of a sum of money
on  ane item  alouwe, the  **ceomyletion
of the Ashburton jeity, £70,000."' Anyone
who knows snything about the North-West
must wdmit that that jetty should have hieen
huilt 25 years age, The North iz full of
possitilitiex, anml when submitting the Appro-
priation Bill the Minister rcxplained what
thore possibilities were. Yet we find that
we are to get £70,000 for o jetty that ought
to have been e¢unstructed a quarter of a cen-
tury apgo. The only other matter to which
T desire to refer is Clawse 7, which provides
that the Government may raise money by
Treasury bills te pay interest. The objection
[ have to that clause jis that the time to pay
the interest is nmow, and the way to pay it is
out of revenue. It is not fair to any Govern-
ment that may follow, be it Country Party,
Labour Party, or any other, that they should
be saddled with the responsibility of meeting
an obligation that should be met to-day out
of revenue and from no other source. An
individual or a eompany that borrows money
to pay expenses or interest can have only one
end. After all, a State is only a combination
of individvals, and@ what an individual eannot
de a combination of individnals cannot do.
Debts should be paid when they fall due; they
shoul® not be pasred on for some other Gov-
eroment to pay. In justice to the people 1
represent, T felt T was in duty bound to draw
attention to the treatment meted out to the
northern part of the State that had allecated
te it a (Commissioner to control it and a
trepical expert to advise in regard to its de-
velopment, and the only item we find in the
loan schedule refers to the completioa of a
jetty that should have been built 25 years
ago.

Toun. H. STEWART (South-Fast) [5.55]:
The second sehedule shows that a consider-
able sum has been set apart for the Perth-
Fremantle-Cottesloe deviation. The snm on
the original loan schedule was £80,000, and
the amount te be reappropriated is £72,743. 1
would like to know frum the leader of the Houae
what this refers to. Tt has not come under
my notice previously. What is the proposal
now, and why i it desired to have this re-
appropriation? What were the previous pro-
posals in regard to the deviation, and in
what way have they been modified? What
are the plans that the Government have in
view? I see that the matter dates back to
1915, before I became a memher of the
Hovse. Hon. members are aware that in eon-
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nection with the Loan Estimates in the past
we were always pushed for time, nwore so
than in the prerent session, and we did not
have the opportunity fo look at details of
thiy description

Hon. J. J. Halmes: That deviation is in
connection with the proposed extension of the
harbour,

Hon. H. STEWART: 1 am glad to reecive
that information from the hon. member, but
if the Minister has any reply to make I shail
Le glad to have it as well

Hon. 1. T, Holmes: [ am always trying fo
help the Minister. -

Hon. H. STEWART: We all try to help
the Minister so far a3 we c¢an and according
to our convietions. Regarding the second and
third schedules, I wish to express apprecia-
tion of the faet that I find reappropriated in
the second sebedule an amount of £50,000
previously authorised in connection with the
Jarnadup-Denmark raitway, and that in the
third schedvle there has been reallocated that
sum in two equal amounts for the Albany-
Denmark railway extension and the PBridge-
town-Jarnidup railway  extension. The
amount, however, is so small comparcd with
the estimates of eonstruction given to us
that T am astonished to find that we have
not been asked to vote a bigger sum. As I
asked some questions earlier in the session re-
garding group settlements, T trust members
will hear with me if I offer a few remarks on
that subjeet. They will be brief and will be
offered in no spirit of condemnation of
the Government, but purely to put before
the House in conerete form some of the
conclusions I have arrived at after having
considered the figures furnished by the Gov-
ernment. [ shall also offer my remarks in &
gpirit of hopefulness and will place them be-
fore the Leader of the Houase so that he, as a
member of Cabinet, having a full veice in the
counsels and decigions of Cabinet, may sub-
mit them to his eolleagues. If my remarks
prove to be of any value, and will tend to
impreve the position in connection with ad-
ministration, no one will be hetter pleased
than myself. It may be helpful if T read one
or two extracts from a speech made by the
late Leader of the House during the early
part of last session. T wish to do so, heeanse
it seems to me that some of the group settle-
ments are already in a diffiecult position in re-
sneet of the amount of their indebtedness. On
page 345 of last session’'s ‘‘Hansard’! the
late Leader of the House is reported as say-
ing—

When the agreement came to be finalised,
the Premier realised that if we were going
to have an average cost of £750, we must
not definitely pin ourselves down to £750
as a maximum. [t is not a matter
of the Commonwealth or of the State
Government advaneing £750 per settler
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or £1,000 per settler. Neither of those
questions enters into consideration. It
is a matter of the State urdertaking to set-
tle the 6,000 people on the land, and of set-
ting out in the agreement how we propose
to do it and what is to bhe charged against
them. In no case will wn raise a debit
charge against any of those settlers ex-
ceeding £1,000. . . The difference between
€760 and £1,000 is not a matter of import-
ance. It is not a questivn of advancing ao
mueh per settler, but a question of £750
having been decided between the Premier
and the Prime Minister as the average coat,
and in the agreement we stipulate that we
will not place n debit against any one set-
tler of more than £1,000.

On page 549 Mr. Colebatch is reported as
follows:—

Weo provide in a general way—some of
this is arbitrary—for bringing 237 aeres
under the plough, for fencing, for a house
adequate and cheap, for ploughing the land,
for laying down 20 acres of pasture and
five acres in root and vegetable crops, and,
later, five acres for apples. The stock is to
consist of cows, pigs, and poultry. Very
littte machinery will be required. Dairy-
ing will be the basis of scttlement, with
the neeessary side lines. Butter and bhacon
factories will be provided as necessity
ariges.

There we have in concrete form the proposals
of the Government for gronp settiement. With
regard to those proposals we heard the Leader
of the Country Party say not so long ago,
and without giving any details, ‘‘It is all so
very simple that I suppose you eannot under-
stand it.”" T am bringing these proposals in-
to concrete form with a view to showing the
position as it stood at the 30th June. On
{)age 553 Mr. Colebateh is reported as fol-
owg i —

After all, £6,000,000 is not very much to
spend in this country over that peried (five
years), particularly whea compared with
the enormous amount of money speat dur-
ing the war purely for destructive purposes.
Surely we can find thizs money which is
necessary from the point of view of a world
that requires food, and we will find it neces-
sary to expend money on the development
of our idle lands, which must be used.

Thoese words, to my mind, put a position
whieh must appeal to everybody. Later Mr.
Colebateh stressed the fact that for success-
ful settlement the provision of markets was
essential. He pointed out that that feature
must be ineluded in the scheme.” But we
have heard no concrete proposals from that
aspect. T offer these remarks in no spirit of
antagonism to the group settlements or the
Government. From what I have aeen of the
group settlements T am quite satisfied that
the group system is the only way to settle
that part of our country. In view of the
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figures available ¢n the 30th June, however,
it is well to pause and copnsider whether we
cannot improve the administration of the
scheme both from the standpeint of the
general taxpayer, who will bave to make
good any deficieney, and from the standpoint
of the group settler, so that he will not be
overloaded, Let us give al) possible thought
to obtain efficient administration, and let us
use all our forethought so that our plans
may be laid well ahead for the future. Re-
verting to the figures furnished up to the
30th June, T recall the present Leader of the
House, when he spoke on the Appropriation
Bill, saying that in round figures £637,000
had so far been spent on the group settle-
ments, and that of this amount £300,000
had been expended on the Peel estate, and
£50 on the provision of roads around the
South-West group settlements.

The Minister for Education; Those figures
were approximate, I gave the exact figures
the next day.

Hon. H. STEWART: I am not criticising
the Minister’s figures. As at the 30th June
last £450,000 had been apent on the group
settlements, On the first page of the return
which hae been provided there are summaries
of groups 1 to 63, showing the total expendi-
ture in connection with each group. There
is some further expenditure in connection
with the blocks, and with what is called the
old group 50. In those separate allocations
to the different groups a total of £381,174
11s. 14. had been spent, representinfg approxi-
mately 85 per cent. on the basis of the total
expenditure, which was £450,538. Besides
the £381,174 which had been allocated to the
individual groups, there waa a peneral ex-
penditure of slightly under £66,000. That
amount of £66,000 represents roughly 15 per
cent. of the total expenditure on the basis of
£450,000, and it represents about 18 per
cent, on the £381,174 allocated to the groups.
There are two tables in Parliamentary
paper No, 81, and I have taken the
two tables together and done some tabu-
lating. If my figures prove of use to
the Minister or to hon, members, T ghall ¢on-
sider that my time has not been wasted, On
group 1 there are 20 settlers, and 176 aeres
have been cleared at a cost of £44 per acre,
The figurez mean that 83 acres per member
have heen eleared. I take it, naturally, that
group 1, being the earliest, would necessarily
show the highest cost. The average per
settler in the case of group 1 works out at
ap-roximately £839. ‘Then there is the 18
per vent. to he allocated for general charges.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to Y.30 p.m.

Hon. H. STEWART: Before proceeding to
give these tabvlated results, I want to say
that whenever I bave asked for information
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on roup settlements, it has heen readily forth-
coming —
GROUFP SETTLEMENT A8 AT 30t JUNE, 1928,

Approximale figures compiled from Poper No, 8t laid on
the Table of the Legislative Couneil

T a8 E'us es g
SER VRN § BN
) 4 0
o| oy, |8 g2 |2 gd 02 3%
g . Bx | g|Ekffx 33
i <] = |3 |« 2
! £ s d, £ £
1 | Mapjimop | 570420 O O 20 180, s4f 839
2 ! Jarmadop... ' 137 |28 O 0 17 | 205 750
3 | Avgusta .. ¢268 )31 0 01310513 ]850
5 | Monjimup 212718 0 0 208 | 10} 750
8 | Pemberton | 143 .20 0 0 21 (193] 7| 700
10 Manilmup 144 22 O O 21 | 186 800
10 | Manjimup | 87 118 0 o 16 | 201 | 43| 500
Attt IR R HE
T 4
6 Do. ... |593| 3 0 021|236 |20 (300
30 Do, .. |314| 310 0! 20285 |16 | 205
40 | Denmark... | 24|15 5 0 l
4 Do. ...' 59|18 0 al ... .
50 PeelEatateIlBs 4 7 4'21 235 | 9

* Total cost per member inciudes the cost of mem-
ber’s house, but to cover general charges 17§ ‘?er
cent. of the figures In this colomn must be added
10 obtaln the total cost per member; 160 acres
of land 18 allotted to each memberpunder the
Group Settlement.

I think these figures, with the preliminary
statement 1 read, will bring the position
clearly hefore the Minister, showing him that
in a number of instances the maximum charge
against gettlers,- indicated by the ex-Leader
of the House last session, has been reached.
Ag for Clause 7, I have already referred to
that when speaking on another Bill. I will
support the second reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West—in reply) [7.45]: I
intend to ask the House to meet to-morrow
morning at 11 o’clock.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
late to-night.

The MINISTER FOR EPUCATION: 1
cannot promise members that. We have done
very little business so far to-day, but if we
get along well to-night, we shall not be
ket too late. 1 shall have an oppor-
tunity, when replying on the Appropriation
Bill, to answer the various interesting points
raised by Mr. Carrol and Mr. Stewart this
afternoon. [ somewhat hurriedly moved the
second reading of this Bill in the hope tbat
the House would agree to it. The conditions
appertnining in Western Australia and the
negotiations that are pending seemed to war-
rant the quick passage of this Bill through
the House, I ghall have an apportunity of
explaining Clause 7 when in Committee.
Members have decided views concerning this,
and they may degire to make a request of
another place.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Do not keep us too

In Commitiee.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan in the Chair; the
Minister for Education in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 to 6—agreed to.

Clause 7—Power to issue Treasury Bills in
respect of interest payable under a certain
debt te the Commonwealth:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: 1 move an amend-
ment—

Thet the Assembly be requested to omit
this clauge from the Bill,

The cliause provides that the Governmentl may
borrow money with which to pay interest.
This is a most vicious principle, and if
carried out to any extent must lead to great
disaster. Disaster would asturedly follow if
it were adopted in commercial or private life.
The House must be unanimously of my view
that we should at least draw the attention of
the Assembly to the fact that the clause is
in the Bill. Tt was just a chance through
you, Sir, that this was discovered in the Bill,
and the clause may have passed throngh the
Assembly without its importance being recog-
nised. If we adopt this principle it will pos-
gibly be used as a precedent hereafter by
Treasurers, who may wish to show a fictitious
statement of their finances, and how clever
they are in reducing deficits, and who mway
begin to bring in Loan Bills for the borrow-
ing of money with which to pay interest.
We should not allow this to go through
withoot drawing the attention of the Assem-
bly to it.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: If we adopt this it
will ultimately become a pernicious praectice,
assuming that this is not one. The eclaose
provides that the sum of £140,0000, due for
intereat, shall not be paid now, hut that Trea-
sury hills shall be issued spread over a period
of not more than 10 years, and that these
bills ghall beeome a charge upon the revenune
for that term. The only homest method for
the Government to adopt is to face the debt
that iz justly due, and pay it out of Consoli-
dated Revenue, leaving suceceeding Govern-
ments to do the same thing. The next Gov-
ernment will he faced with muech more diffi-
cult problems than this, and they will have
to face them if we bandle this elause as it
should be handled. The only straighforward
and honourable way iz to meet the difficulty
when it arises, and earry out the obligations
at the due date, which is now. This payment
bas eome upon the Government from some
previous Government. As sure as the aun
rises to-morrow we know that this Govern-
ment will pass on far more serious obliga-
tiona than this to the next Government to
honour, and in all fairness the Government of
to-day should honour this debt. It will be
for this Houre to see that they do so.

Hon. A. Lovekin: It is very hard upon
them.

Hon. J. J. BOLMES: I agree with the
action proposed by Mr. Lovekin,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
will take years to find out the truth of the
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statement made by Mr. Holmes, that the pre-
sent Government will hand over greater re-
sponsibilities than this to futwure Govern-
ments. I see nothing to justify that remark.

Hon, G. W. Miles: What about the de-
previation on State trading coneerns?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
present Government have unfortunately in-
berited this monetary obligation. In 1914-15
an amount of £3,100,000 was loaned to this
Stuate by the Federal Government for certain
purposes. The rate of interest upon the loan
was 414 per cent. The understanding arrived
at hetween the Federal Government and the
Btate Governments, to whom moncy was
loaned voder these conditions, was that if the
rate of interest proved to be higher than 4%
per cent., the Btate Governments would nwree
to pay it.  Onite recently the Government
weie infermed by the Federal autherities,
and 2 demand for payment made, that the
rate per ecnt. would be £4 143, 5d., a differ-
euer of 11s. 114, per cent. The amnunt has
now practically reached £140,000. The pay-
ment ig spread over a number of years, If
the interest had been paid, as suggested hy
Mr. Holmes and Mr, Lovekin, it would have
represented a .sum of between £17,000 and
£20,000 per anmum, but it was not paid.
This has now come like a Dolt from the blue
to Btate Governments, and the maney has to
be found. The matier was fully considered
at the recent Premicra’ conference. It was
not thought that the demand for payment
would be made immediately. In the ordinary
course of events it would not have been made
until 1825. That is the year on which the
Commonwealth loan falls due. Some adjust-
ment, therefore, has to be made. The Pre-
micr of this State requested that the payment
mipght be spread over a period of 10 vears.
That guestion has not yet been settled, but
bhe hopes that the request will be agreed to.
When the matter of the £140,000 is adjusted,
either by direct payment or by Treasury bills,
the £4 1da. 5d. interest will be paid from
revenue. Tt ia mnot fair to ask the
Government to find the £140,000 at present,
The Premier has thought out a scheme which
geems to be in the interests of the State, and
has offered the Federal Government Treasury
bonds covering the amount of £140,000.
After that is settled, the policy of the Gov-
ernment will be to pay the interest from
revenue ad it becomes due.

Hon. H. Stewart: What about the interest
on the Treasury bonds?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In-
terest, of course, would have to be paid upon
them.

Hon. A. Lovekin: At what rate?

The MTNISTER FOR EDUCATION: At
not more than 514 per cent., the ruling rate
of interest. The money borrowed at 43§ rer
cent. or ot £4 14s. 5d. per cent, is cheap
maney, and we cannot borrow it at the same
rate to-day. The Treasurer has stated it is
difficult to get money from the O1d Country,
because the rate of exchange is against us.
There is anv amount of money there for
bLorrowing purposes, but it cannot be availed
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of. It bas, therefure, been found ncressary
to go upon the Australian market to liguid-
ate a loan of £1,000,000 falling due in Janu-
#ry next. We have to pay 53% per vent. for
thut becanse we vanuot secure the trans-
mission of money from London at a fuir rate
of intereut.

Hon. A, Lovekin: What are you paying
for money in Londont?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T
vannot say at the moment. The State Gov-
venment have plaeed before the TFederal
autlhoritids i reasonable proposition. If we
cannet secure the coosent of the Federal
Governmeni tu that propesul, it will he to
the disadvantage of Western Australia.
Hou. members should realise it is not reason-
able to place the Government at a disad-
vantage at the present moment, I know
hon, members do not wish to do that; they
are as desireus for the advancement of the
Htate a3 are the Government. If we do not
carry out that frrangement, waich meass, I
admit, the borrowing of moncy to pay
interest, the alternative nmounts to the same
thing, for if we bave to pay the £140,000 in
cash, we will have to horrow money to re-
place the cash so paid out.

Hon, G. W, Miles: But it would be re-
corded in the deficit.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Heon.
membrrs must realise that this money has
been cheap.

Hon. A, Lovekin: You would not regard it
as cheap if you had to pay 514 per cent, for
Treasury bills?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Tt
has not been charged with that figure. The
amount has been £1 144, 5d, on the three
millions.

Hon. J. Cornell: What will be the rate of
interest on the £140,000%

The MIXISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That will be met by Treasury bills and the
interest to be paid will, I presume, be at
current rates,

Hon. J. J. Ho'mes: Your remarks regard-
ing the three millions amouut te an argu-
ment against yourself.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: That
is not so.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You have had the ad-
vantage of three millions of cheap money
sinece 1914,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Comunittee must understa~d- that the Gov-
ernment were not apprised of the position
until & few months ago. We did not know
till then that we had to make up this dis-
erepancy. 1t was a great shock to the
Treasurer when he fourd out he had to make
this money avatlable to the Commonwealth
Government.

Hon, .JJ, 1, Holmes: The fact remains that
for that period you had the advantage of sn
much cheap money.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Now
Mr. Holmes would insist upon the Govera-
ment paying cash in refunding the £140,030
to tte Federal anthoriti s! Ts it a fair thing
that the Governmant should be forced to re-
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pay that amonnt in eash? It simply means
that if we have to borrow money to replace
the cash we have to pay out, it is merely
a matter of fifty-fifty. What will be the
advantage? I realise that it is only a
matter of principle that actuates Mr, Love-
kin and Mr. Holmes and those who support
those hon. members. [ admit that it is a
pernicious principle to pay interest with
borrowed money, but I wish hon. members
to realige the position in whieh the Govern-
ment have been placed. [ trust they will
not carry this bevond an expression of their
objection to that method of finance. I am
sure the Treasurer will agree that it is not
a wise policy to borrow money to pay in-
tereat., We are all agreed on that point, but
the fact remains that the position is as L
have indicated to hon. members. I regret
that when T moved the second reading of
the Bill this cluuse escaped my attention,
becanse I know the Premier wished the Bill
to go throngh as quickly as possible, I have
been taken to task by Mr, Lovekin snd
others for my negleet to deal with the matter
on that occasion. It was not becanse I did
not understand it or that [ did not desire
to place the matter before hou, members, I
thought L could explain the position later on,
and that the House would agree to my re-
quest that they should not delay the passuye
of the measure. I made a mistake. T
realise that 1 should have explained the
position then. I ask hon. members now to
accept the clause and enable the Govern-
meat to secnre the aecommodation that the
Federal Government are willing to give us,

Hon. 1. J. HOLMES: I hope Mr, Lovekin
will press his amendment. I wish to correct
what 1 think is a wrong impression that
may have been created in the minds of bon,
members by the Leader of the Houzse., It
will not he neevssary, as he suggested, to bor-
row £140,000 to pay this amowut. 1t can
be paid ont of revenue. We are told that we
have a bouyant revenue and that it is coming
in from the railways and other qguarters, in
a way that wans not amticipated. We ure
tald that we are hundreds of thousands of
pounds better off than the Treasurer antivi-
pated would bhe the position at this period
of the year, For the Leader of the House
to snggest that with a revenue of 714 mil-
lions, it is mecessary to borrow £140,000 to
pay off this amount is absurd. The amount
should l-e jaid out of revenue. It may have
some effeet on the deficit at the end of the
vear, but any Government must meet any
and every obligation as it falls due. If we
are to keep down the deficit by borrowing
money, we will have a disappearing deficit.

Hon. J. Cornell: If this had been a wind-
fall it would have been paid into revenue by
the Government.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Quite so, and the
present Government would have claimed eredit
for it and not given that eredit to the Labour
Government who borrowed the mopey, I wish
to disnbuse the mind of the Leader of the
House on that point. We must pay this
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auwunt from revenue and it will appear in the
deficit. I hope that, despite the faet that
£140,000 will have to be paid from revenue,
there will be no deficit at all at the end of the
year.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: I am npot sure that
the Minister’s suggested financing is quite
good.

The Minister for Education: It is as good
as yours.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: He suggested that
2. per eent. would he paid on Treasury bills,
ot that the payment would be at curreng
rates.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: That is offered frec of
Federal and State income tax.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Only to the end of the
year.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The Goverument have
an overdraft in London and they are paying
a little less than 4 per cent. on that over-
draft. I also kmow that monev is to be had
in London on bonds at 5 per eent. Rathex
than give the Treasury bonds at 5% per
cent. for a period of 10 years, it wounld be
hetter to borrow the money on overdraft,
which is cheaper, or at 5 per cent. on bonds

and tranafer the money here. Tt could he
transferred at 1 per cent.
The Minister for Edueation: Every fin-

ancial institution is against you on that point.

Hon, A, LOVEEKIN: I think I counld do it
a bit cheaper for the State, If I were hand-
Iing the business, L would pay on the transfer
for the one transaction. That wounld be hetter
than paying the cxtra half per cent. for a
period of 10 years, By doing as I sugpedt,
the 1 per cent. would he paid on the transter
of the money on the one transaction.

The Minister for Eduention: That is only
R suppogititious case.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The principle is wrong
all the same.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: Of course it is. I
know the Giovernment are not paying 4 per
cent. on their overdraft in T.ondon to-day.
The Government epuld finance the business in
that way and save something on the deal. [
am not sure that the Commonwealth Gavern-
ment are giving a fair deal to the State
when they allow thig loan to continue y ar
after year while money is cheap and now that
money is searce in Australia to demand that
Western Australin must pay up, This is nat
the time when the Commonwealth should de-
mand their pound of fiesh, I do not think the
Commonwealth should press the State at this
disadvantageous time. I must press the
amendmert s one of the representatives of
the section of the people who have to pay this
amount. I adhere to what I said formerly
when T declared that the prineiple of horrow-
ing to pay interest is pernicious, and should
not be agreed to without strong protest.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
neglected to read a letter received by the
TUnder Treasurer from the Under Treasurer
of SBouth Aunstralia. It shows that the position
of South Australia, in common with Western
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Auctratia avd the other States, is practieally
on zll fours. The letter iz as follows:—
Re loan of £18,000,000 to States trom
Uymmeonwealth Government. L am in re-
veipt of your favour of the 4th inst. and
have been unable to reply thereto before
now as matters had not been fipalised. Our
share of the loan was £2,600,000, and our
arrears of interest thercon amounted to

£106,8907 2s. 10d. as at 31st March, 1923,

We have offered to pay in eash the odd

£907 2a. 10d. (with interest to date of pay-

ment ), aud bave requested that the balance
of £106,000 should be funded and that such
funded loan should mature on 15th Novem-
bher, 1925 (which iv the ananiversary date
of one of the instalments of the original
loan). Tnterest on the funded loan and on
the odd amount af £907 28 10d. would he
st the rate of £4 1d4s, 5d. per cent. from
Ist April, 1823. We received u letter from
the Commonwealth Bank, Sydney, similar
to that received by you and have advised
them to the above effeet. The arrears of
interest ¢laimed by the Commonwealth Bank
at the rate of 1ls. 114, per eent. (i.e, £4
14s. 5d. per cent. less £4 25, 6d. per cent.
already paid) on the instalments of the
original loan of £2,600,000 from Ist April.

1923, up to varions dates, as shown,

amounted in all to £3,897 3s. 1d. and this

sum has been paid to the bank.

The arrangement soggested by the Treasurer
jn South Awstralia is praetically the same ua
that now heing considered by the Government
here. Western Australian is in praetically the
same josition as all the other Siates.
As to Mr., Holmes’ sfatement that we bhave
plenty of money coming in, he knows full
well we have a deficit, but it is pleasing to
know that the defleit is deercasing each
month.

Hon, J. CORNELL: I am puzzled to know
why such a thing should appear in the tail
of a Loan Bill, I presume the £3,100,000 is
part of the £14,000,000 worth of Treasury
bonds that do not carry sinking fund, and
this is one of the factors malking for the
alleged reduced deficit. All borrowed money
should be subject to sinking fund cbarges.
so that the true position of the finances may
be ascertained. This interest should be paid
out of revenne. Then if the revenus at the
end of the vear proved to be short, the short-
age could be funded and subjected to sink-
ing fund charges. The community are ugder
the impression that sinking fund s provided
for al) loans, This Bill is a sort of opsn
cheque. We shonld delete the clause and let
the QGovernment bring down a special Bill
showing exactly what is required to meet
this obligation.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Minister said a
similar position had arisen in South Aus-
tralia. From the letter he read I assume
the position is gimilaxr only in the respect
that 2 eclaim has been made against the
Sputh Australian Government also, There ia
no suggestion that the Government there
Ppropuse to deal with the paymest of interest
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as i¢ proposed here. I presume the South
Australian Government will pay the 'interest
out of revenns,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
did not say the position in Seuth Australia
was similar, It is the intention of the South
Australian Goverament to fund the money,
and they must deo it by issping Treasury
bonds, or in same other way. Evidently it
ia their intention to borrow the mouey.

Hon, G, W, MILES: While I sympathise
with the Government in having to find this
money, we would be wanting in our duty if
we did not snpport the amendment, and
thus record our disapproval of borrowing
money to pay intereat, This money should
come eut of revenue,

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: I support the amend-
ment beenuse of the principle involved.
This State bay a high reputation in financial
¢ireles becanse it has provided sinking funds,
If we permit this procedure to he adopted,
our repuatation may be imprired.

Hon. H. STEWART: When the Bill was
introduerd the Minister. did not dircet atten-
tion to tli%s clanse. He asked us to pass the
Bill guickly, IIas this matter been made
clear to another place? JIf we request an
amendment we shall know that the atten-
tion of another place has been drawn to the
clause, though we may not be able fo ingist
upon our ameudment at a later stage. I
sapport the amendment. :

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOXN: The
Bill was introduced in another place by the
Premier, and I am sure he explpined the
positinn clearly.

Hon. ;. POTTER: I sympathise with the
Government, 5till, there is a conflict be-
tween principle and wmethod, and principle
must prevail, T support the amendment,

Hon, .JJ. CORNELL: In view of the
appreaching general election and the exeel-
ient hope that Labour have of succeeding
to the Treasnry benches, ig it likely they
would debate such a provision? It is more
reasopable to think they would prafer to
kave the business fixed up before they took
office,

Amerdment put and passed, the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Schedules 1 to 3—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment and a
message accordingly forwarded to the
Assembly requesting them to make the
amendment, leave being given to sit again ou
receipt of & message from the Assembly.

BILL—ARCHITECTS ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Han, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (South-West)
8.33] in moving the second reading said:
his is a femporary measure to Tright a
wrong. Certain worthy peeple ware placed
at a great disadvantage by the passing of
the Architeets Aet. About 12 who were
articled prior to the war found themeslves
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suffering from a disability, and when we
think of the large premiums paid by them, it
seems hard indeed that they should be put
to the trouble and annoyance of baving to
pass a purely academic examination \zvhen in
all good faith they paid large premiums to
be trained in the profession of an architeet.
The measure sels out to right that wrong.
It will cease to operate six months after the
Bill becomes an Act, or when the people to
whom I have referred have come to the end
of their articled term and have received a
certificate that will declare they have served
their time, Of course any architect t_)f
standing when sigring that eertificate will
gee that they are fit and proper people to
belong to the profession. Any new con-
tracts that may have been entered into will
not be affected, because at that time these
people were aware that the Act was in exist-
ence and were prepared to be called npon to
pass a statutory examination which includes
knowledge of a foreign language. It must
be apparent to hon. members that to have
this suddenly sprung upon men who have
served 214 years in their articles, is not
altogether fair,

Hon. R. J. Lynn: There is no opposition
to it.

Hon. A. J. H. SBaw: Did they pass any
examination other than the academic?

Heon. P. E. 8. WILLMOTT: No. What
may interest members is the fact that not
one of the gentiemen who is now on the
Architects Board has passed that or say
other examination. The injustice to which
T have referred will be removed if the House
agrees to the Bill. T am sure no hon, mem-
ber wishes to see an injustice done to any
member of the community. I move—

That the Bill be now rcad a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commiitee, ete.

Bil} passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) [8.40] in moving the
second reading said: It is nccessary in order
to get land settled that the existing conditions
ghould be made more stringent. It is desired
that the period allowed in which to earry out
improvements should Bbe shortened. Under

parts 5 and 6 of the Land Aet, one-fifth of-

the improvements to non-residential con-
ditional purchase leases must be made within
two yeors and to the extent of one-fifth of
the purchase money. It has been found that
persons who have land under eonditional pur-
chase conditions, residential or non-residential
have waited for the end of the two yeara
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before starting to make thewr improvements.
The Goveroment destre te compel the holders
to make a commencement with the improve-
ments not later than six months from the
day of approval being granted. This will per-
mit of the country being opened up and im-
proved much more rapidily than has been the
case in the past. The demand for land has
been so considerable of late that it is con-
sidered no man should hold his areas for such
a long time without begioming to carry out
the improvements required by the Act. The
prineipal feature of the Bill is in regard to
pastoral leases. At the present time there
are a number of holders of areas who have not
applied to come under the provisions of the
1917 Act which will enable them to extend
the period of their leaseholds to 1948 from
1928, when ordinarily the leases would bave
expired. The State will derive considerable
advantage from the extension of these leases,
beeause it is provided that 7 per cenmt. in-
terest has to be paid on the additional rental,

Hon, G, W, Miles: That is compound in-

tercst.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Yes. Hou. members will understand that a

considerable concession will be given to these
people if they are atlowed to come under
the 1918 Act, which gives them: a tenure until
1948,

Hon, W. W, Miles: If they pay double
rent and are appraised at the old rent therc
will be no refund?

The MINISTER TOR EDUCATIONXN :
No. Lessees holding over 1,000,000 nercs wilt
be required to transfer the surplus. It has
been pointed out to the Government that some
of the pastoralists concerned were out of the
State, and that others did not get in in time,
losing the opportunity, to a certain extent,
through no fault of their own.

Hon. H. Stewart: Thay had 12 months’
extension over the first period of 12 months.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Yes. It is for hon, inembers ta decide whether
it is a fair thing to allow them to come under
the 1917 Act on the conditions I have stated.
It is argued that that course will be in the
best interests of the State. The advantages
which the arrangement will confer on the
State are very comsiderable. I do not see
who can be hurt or disadvantaged. The meas
ure will assist in stocking, since it will make
financing easier. If a man has a lease
expiring in 1928, he will have great diffieulty
in getting the necessary money to stock his
leasehold fully. A man with such a lease
would not be zble to get from Dalgety’s or
Elder Shenton ar advance that would be of
real uge to him. Thus he will not be able to
Purchase stoek, and, therefore, he will guffer,
and the State alse will suffer. That is the
principal argumert in favour of the proposed
extension. Another argument of the Gov-
ernment ig the increased revenue which will
result—I think from £8,000 to £10,000 s year.
Moreover, the pastoralists wil! not in future
be able to get 10s. per acre land appraised
at 15s. an acre,
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Hon. G, W. Miles: They will have to pay
the rent appraised, or else double the present
rent, whichever is ligher.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes,
It will he a great asset to the State if these
pastoralists are cpabled to stoek their sta-
tions adequately. I have laid om the Table
of the House a list of* the pastoralists con-
cerned, giving their names and the areas held.
There is not on the list a leasehold of
1,000,000 aeres. One goes up to 900,000
aeres, but that is the highest. However, the
list is there for the inspection of hon. mem-
bers. The great numher of the leases are
gmall in ares, and held by very deserving
people. The Bill affects 65 lessees holding
186 leases, and these 186 leases vover 6,000,000
aeres out of 300,000,000 acres, Thus the Bill
does not affect a large proportion of the
pastoral area of Western Australia. The
Premier, in another place, pointed out that this
Btute still has an enormous area of land avail-
ahle for pastorul purpeses. We desire to en-
courage people to go in for pastoral pursuits,
espeeially in the North-West. In passing, T
may remark that it is a very fine thing to
ba connected with the sheep industry of West-
ern Australia to-day, having regard to the
price of wool. It is gratifying to the Btate
that such wonderful wool should be produced
in the South-West and at Wagin. Hon. mem-
bers recently emphasised the faet that settlers
on the wheat belt are going in for sheep, In
doing that, those settlers ean bardly go wrong.
[t should be clearly understood that the
people who are to get advantages under this
Bill will bave to pay for them. If Parlia-
ment il not realise the fairness of the case,
the majority of the lessees affected would
have no one to blame except themselves.
However, it iz to the advantage of Western
Australin to reetify the position and thus
add to the wealth of the lessees and of the
State. If hon. members pas3s the Bill, they
will have nothing to be sorry for. The mea-
sure is one making very considerably for the
advancement of the North-West. Mr. Holmes
has spoken to me about this Bill, and has
jntimated that there is an amendment which
he thinks should bhe made in it for the
benefit of the State. The amendment
has been submitted to the Solicitor General,
and he advises me to move it. T shall
have pleasure in doing so when the Bill is in
Committee. I move—

That the Bill be now read o seecond time.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) [8.68]: Any
member who has been in the House from 1917
onwards will be aware of the position I have
taken up with regard to pastoral leases.
When I heard that another Bill to amend
the Land Act in regard to pastoral leases was
being hrought down, T said, ‘‘Here is another
fight, and T am pgoing to be in the fight.’’
However, I have gone into the question very
carefully. I have made inquiries at tre
Lands Department, and I was instromental
in having various papers bearing on the sub-
jeet placed upon the Table of the Honse.
Further, I have comsulted tha Solicitor General
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in the matter. Now I wish to put before the
Hyuse the position as it appears to me. The
Minister hus stated that 300,000,000 acres of
pastoral country lhave heen leased under thu
1917 Aet, and that this Bill refers to 6,000,000
acres held by 60 lessees who did not avail
themselves of the opportunity afforded by the
amendment Act of 1917 to surrender leases
expiring in 1928 and obtain leases expiring
in 19485. [ leave the agrieultural represen-
tatives to deal with the agricultural portion
of this Bill: I shall deal solely with the
portion referring to pastoral leases.  First
of all let me say that there is no legal obli-
gation on thin louse to grant the suggested
extension. Possibly there may be a moral
ohligation as regards the 65 lessees. Honm.
members will of course understand that
there i no legal obligation: otherwise
there would he no oceasion for this Bill
The anmendment referred to by the Ainister
is an important une, if we consider the posi-
tion genvrally of the pastoral leagses. In
1017 the pastoral lesspes pointed oot that
with only 10 years further temancy they could
not make any more improvements, and that
nobody would take up new country on a 10
yearsa' lease. The Act of 1917 was approved
by the pastoralists. TUnder that measure those
bolding over a million ncres, if they availed
themselves of the Act, would have to dispose
of everything above a million acres, The Act
provided that the pastoral lessees should avail
themselves of the extemsion to 1948 and be
satisfied with & million acres or, alterpatively,
should hold the lot until 1928 and then walk
out. In 1018 another Bill was passed granting
an extension of the time during which sur-
plus areas over a million acres were to be
s0ld, until 12 months after the conclusion of
the war. But one section of the pastoralists
discovered a flaw in the 1917 Aet, That Act
declared that no person or comhination of
persons could be benefieially interested in
more than a million acres. Those, or some
of them, who discovered the flaw, formed
themselves into limited companies and con-
tinued to hang on to their original holdings,
setting up the plea that, as shareholders in
a company, they were not beumeficially inter-
csted in the lease.

Hon, E. H, Harris: Did the Legislature
contemplate that?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: No, but the inter-
pretation was accepted by the then Attorney
General, Mr. R. T. Robinson. The qrestion
to be fought out sooner oy later is whether
those shareholders are heneficially interested
in the leases. Subclanse 2 of Clause 3 of the
Bill provides— .

All pastoral leases granted vnder the

provisions of Sulsection 4 of Section 30
of the Land Aet Amendment Act, 1917,
and Section 2 of the Land Act Amendment
Act, 1913, shall e for a trrm commencing
the 1st day of April, 1918, and all leases
heretofore granted for a term commencing
on the 1lst day of April, 1918, shall be
deemed to bave been Tawfully granted and
ghall have effect accordingly.



[12 DEcEMBER, 1923.]

If we pass that clause without amendment
we shall legalise anything that may have been
done. Remember, we are dealing, not with
the six million acres, but with 294 million
acres. What the Government require to do
is to fix the date of all the leases at the 1st
April, 1918, and not leave it open for a man
to say that his lease dated from 1920. But
the Government have gone further and propose
to legalise everything done, whether done law-
fully or not. The Crown Soliviter supgests,
and the Premier and the Minister for Edu-
cation agree, that the following amendment
should be inserted:—

That after ‘‘shall’’ in the second line,
the following be inserted:—'‘as regards
the date of commencement.’’

It is an important amendment.

Hon. H, Stewart: Be mighty careful to see
that it achieves its object.

Hon, J, J. HOLMES: The Crown Solicitor
says it is necessary, because he does not want
all sorts of actions that will inevitably be
set up if the Bill be passed without amend-
ment. With the amendment, the Bill will
merely legalise the date as from the 1st April,
1018%, ountil the 31st March, 1948, Mr.
Stewart says we must watch the thing closely.
‘Well, I cannot do more than go to the Crown
Law Department, explain the position, and
put the result of my interview before the
Chambter. We had the same trouble in the
1918 Bill. Mr. Angwin discovered the need
for amendment, and took the necessary
precantions. The amendment moved by AMr.
Angwin in another place was agreed to here.
What that Bill really proposes to do is to
allow 63 leaseholders to eome under the pro-
visions of the 1917 Act. The lessees had
the right up to a certain date to come under
the Act, but for various rensons they did not
do so. Some of them, hundreds of miles from
a port, have a wail about once a year. Pos-
sibly some of them did not know that the
Act had been amended. Others held on, hop-
ing for something to turm up. Still others
genuinely tried to sell and did sell, but a few
could not sell until after the expiry of the
date upon which they were to come under the
Act., A number of the 65 lessecs are small
holders. Three of them hold about half-a-
million acres each, and one syndicate holds
nearly a millien acres. That big lease of
900,000 acres, with a number of other leases
in Kimberley, was held by the Emanuvel Bro-
thers. Emanuel Brothers were the only hig
holders in Western Australia that did not
take advantage of the defect in the Aet and
form a limited company. More honour-

able men than Emanuel Brothers I have
never met. Yet they were practically
driven out of the State beeause, in

those days, it was considered a crime to be
prosperous. It i3 mot mueh better to-day.
Emanuel Brothers advertised their surplus
over a million aeres in Sydney in abont 1919,
but the times were bad and I do not think
they got a bid. Suobsequently they sold ome
station privately bere, and another to a syndi-
cate representing half-a-dozen local residents.
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But the area passed out of the Emanuel's
hands into the hands of the syndicate after
the date on which the syndicate could have
applied to bring the lease under the Act.
Because of that, they cannot get any longer
tecure than 1928, except under the Bill now
hefore us.

The Minister for Education: It is reason-
able to give it to them.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: Assuming we refuse
this extension, what is the position? We
shall  hold wp this lense until 1928,
The restrictions as to the stocking and im-
provements under the 1917 Aect, extending
to 1948, cannot them be applied to these
leases, because they will pot come under the
1917 Land Act. The old conditions as to
limited stocking and improvement apply te
the leases expiring in 1928. The owners of
these leases will in 1928 be tenants in
possession, and one would naturally think
they would be entitled to an extension wmtil
1948, under terms and conditions to be
atipulated by the Government. If the stock-
ing and improvement conditions were held
up until 1928 the Government would then be
morally bound to grant the extension. Even
the 900,000-acve lease, to which I have re-
ferred, comes within the provisions of the
1917 Act, which permits a person to hold
1,000,000 acres. There can be no valid objee-
tion to renewing the lease in 1928, It would
only resolve itself into a question of giving
the Government the right to pget more rent
at the end of 192§ than they are getting
now, by squeezing these people. The Gov-
ernment might get more rent, but meantime
would be holding up the stocking conditions
and ‘improvement conditions. They would
also place these people in doubt as to what
would happen to their leases in 1928, where-
upon they would cease to make any improve-
ments, and in self-defence would be bound
to get rid of their stoek. On a million acres
somewhere about 40,000 sheep could be
earried in the Kimberleys, but what would
be the use of them if the owners had not
an acre of ground in 1928 on which to keep
them? What T have been watching is this,
that we should not amend the Land Act to
legalise anything that has been wrongfully
done. My ameadment, I think, fixes that.
This Bill, with my amendments, should not
meet with much opposition.

Hon, F, E. §. WILLMOTT (South-West)
[9.18] : Y have gone ecarefully into this
matter, and was brought into toueh with it
when I was in another place in 1917, There
are one or two points Mr. Holmes has not
stressed. He said the 1917 Act empowered
squatters to come under the 1948 provisions
and gave them 12 months in which to de so.
He then pointed out that in 1918 a further
12 months’ extengion was given them, but
he did not tell the House that, in order to
take advantage of this extension, they had
to pay double rent.

Hen. J. J. Holmes: The Minister stated
that.



1982

Hon. F. E, 8. WILLMOTT: The proposal
is that vp to 30th Jume next double the
rent, plus 7 per cent. interest as a penaliy,
ghall be paid. That is a fairly severe pen-
alty when we consider that the holders of
these 6,000,000 acres had no chance of
coming under the Aet. People in the street
ask why the leaseholders did not take
advantage of the Aet. They could not do
g0 because they were not the owners of the
leases at the time, Cases came under my
notice where leasgholders did not know that
any legislation bad been before Parliament.
These people will come under the improved
stocking conditions of 1917, which do ner
apply to them at present. In 1928 this will
have a serious effect upon them. One aspect
of the case always troubled me when I was
bonorary Minister for Lands. I very much
doubt, from my reading of the Aect, if the
Government kave any legal right to turn
there people off their Lioldings in 1928, and
to put on others to carry on the same in-
dustry.

The Minister for Education: They would
have to pay for the improvements.

Hon, F. E. 8, WILLMOTT: They wonld
have to do that in any case, Can the Gov-
ernment, under the Act, turn JJones, a pastor-
alist, off hig holding, and put upon it Brows,
another pastoralist? Land can be resumed
from the present owners only for discharged
soldiers or for agricultural purposes. We
have fall power under Section 4 of the 1906
Act to resume for agricultural and mining
purposes. If the Bill is agreed to, the stock-
ing conditions will come into force. As thay
will date hack to 1918, this year the full
improvements, both as to stocking ard im-
provements, will have to he effected. The
rate will he £3 per thousand acres for the
firat five years, and £10 per thousaml acras
for the second five years. These improve.-
ments will have to be maintained.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And the stockinz con-
ditions as well.

Hon. P. E. 8. WILLMOTT : Under the
old Act pastoralists had to stock their land.
It was not said that the stock had to he
maintained on the ieases. I know -of stock
being placed on a lease, inspected and
approved, and then removed from the lease,
and not another hoof put upon it for many
years, That was a direct evasion of the
Act, but cannot be done under this Bill. The
stocking conditions previde for ten head of
sheep, one head of large stock, and an ex-
penditure of £5 per thousand acres, The
only penalty, if this was not done, was
double rent, not the forefeiture of the lease.
Now, if it is not done the lease can be for-
feited. I wish to refer to the clause dealing
with conditional purchase. It has been found
that as a man gets his land rent free for the
first five years he c¢an, under the mnon-
residential c¢lause, avoid effecting any im-
provements,

The Minister for Eduecation:
years.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: The Bill will
stop that. A man cannot take ap land

For two
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under the non-regidential clause as con-
ditional purchase and sit baek for two years
without doing anything. As we want our
land brought under enltivation, this is &
good clause. No hardship will be done, be-
cause the Minister, under the Act, has the
right to grant exemptions where good cases
are made out. It is necessary, in some
cases, to grant su¢h exemptions. Let me in-
stance the constal land in the vicinity of
Augusta. Where therg is sandy ¢oastal land,
if the plough s put into it, it is turned into
a sand pateh, If people adhers strictly to
the Laml Act they have to put the plough
into the land, which means ruining the
country for grazing purposes. The Minisier
lias power to exempt people from deing this
and destroying the natural herbage. In the
vieinity of the Margaret River one can sec
sandhills that have been cultivated, and the
wffect of such cultivution, These people did
not know the Minister could grant exemp-
tiom, so  they cultivated the land and
destroyed the herbage, The land now re-
yembles that at Premantle, where so much
damage hus been caused, 'The Bill will
tighten up the vonditional purchase condi-
tions, and give the people concerned a
chance of having their leases extended until
1948. Seeing that 250,000,000 acres of leases
have been extended to 1948 we should allow
these other people to have their leases
brought up to the same period. It must not
be forgotten that the leases will be re-
appraised 153 years from 1917,

Hon, G, W. MILES (North) [9.27]: When
the amending Land DBill was before the House
in 1917 and 1918, { said the pastoralists dir
not want anything for nothing and were pre-
pared to pay for the increased securify of
tennre to 1048, When the Bill went through
I told a few of the pastoralists whose leases
coulil be extended by that Act that they would
e mad not to come under its provisions, and
that their security was depreciating each year.
T'nder ordinary conditions their leases would
expire in 1928, and I told them that if they
neglected the opportunity thus afforded them
the State would be entitled to any increment
aceruing up to 1928, Some leaseholders
bought from athers who held big areas, and
the holders of the hig areas sold their leases
at a nominal price. As the leases were expir-
ing in 1928 they were not worth as moeh as
those expiring in 1948, When this Bill poes
through, it will appreciate the value of the
1928 leases by 20 or 30 per eent. TIn my
opinion the (Government are entitled to more
than double rent, together with the eompound
interest provided., Mr. Willniott has pointed
out that by coming within the seope of thke
1948 tenure, the stocking and improvement
clauses, as well as other conditions, have
to bhe maintaired, whereas under the
old leases that was not the case. If a man
had 1,000 sheep on his arez at on¢ period and
if he gold those sheep there was no provision
to compel him to maintain tho stocking con-
ditions under the old lease. The Minister also
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pointed out that pastoral lessces conld not ob-
tain money to finance their properties if they
had such short tenures and that i€ the leages
were extended to 1948, the security would be
30 much improved that they could get the
pecessary advances to enable them to improve
their holdings. The position has been placed
clearly before hon. members and I am glad
that Mr, Holmes has delved into it sufficiently
to find out that it is necessary to ipsert the
amendment that has been indicated. ‘Wwe
should not legalise anything that has been
wrongly done in the past.

Hon, H. Stewart: Do you think the Gov-
ernment are getting sufficient out of this by
merely imposing double rental and compound
interest?

Hon. G. W, MILES: I think the Govern-
ment are entitled to a lot more.

The Minister for Education:
amount will be fairly substantial.

Hon. G. W. MILES: So it shonld be. Men
who come under the new legislation will know,
generally speaking, what will be their re-
uppraisement, judging by the experience of
those around them.

Hon. H. Stewart: If some of these leases
expired in 1928, would not the Govermngnt
be able to call for tenders aml secure more
money in that way?

The Minister for Education: No hope.

Hon, G. W, MILES: Had the leases ex-
pired in 1928, the Government would have
had to pay for improvements and the stock
on the holdings, and then ecall for tenders for
the re-leasing of the properties.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott: It is a nsky
thing to do under the Act. I think the Gov-
ernment would find themselves before the
Trivy Couneil in no time.

Hon. G. W, MILES: I do not think so.
The Kimberley country is different from the
North-West and the Murchison. There are
some men in the Kimberleys who wish to get
hold of smaller properties. Some men have ap-
plied for the forfeiture of leases owing to
non-compliance with the stocking provisions.
[ have an extract from a communication from
the Under Seeretary for Lands indieating that
it was difficult to forfeit under the old con-
ditions and pointing out that under the 1948
tenure, if the lessees did not comply with the
stocking clause and the maintenance of their
jmprovements, the leases would be liable to
forfeiture.

Hon. H. Stewart: Does not one, if not a
number, of the leases cover onc of the most
valnable portions of the Kimberley aren for
closer settlement, inasmuch as it runs along
permanent water courses?

Hon, G. W, MILES: I have all along de-
sired to keep an open mind on this question
and for that reason I have nol peruszed the
list of lessees, which has been tabled. T know
only from hearsay who are interested in the
six million acres concerned. There is a sec-
tion of the Eimberley area that will be useful
for closer settlement purposes.

Ag it is, the
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Hon. T. E. R Willmott: We have the
right to resume at any time for clogser settle-
ment purposes,

Hon, G, W. MILES: That is so. I have
in mind people who did not ecome under the
1948 teoure, It has been suggested that the
Government should take advantage of the
opportunity to cut up heldings inte smaller
properties. I do not think we can limit a
man to a small area in the Gascoyne or Mur-
chison areas, for those are entirely different
propositions. If areas werv eut down to smal-
ler holdings than obtain to-day, making it
impossible to hold more than, say, 100,000
acres, it would not be right to say to o man
who had fully improved his holding that he
must sit down and not be permitted to de-
velop any further land.

Member:  You would stop at a million
acres.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I would, because that
is sufficient for any one man to hold. If any-
one offered a small man £10,000 for a hold-
ing worth only £5,000," he would take it and
the big landholder could come into possession
of it, In the Pilbara district, for instance, the
De Grey Pastoral Co. owned practically the
whole of the De Grey River area. Most of
the boys who were traimed on the station
took up portion of the orignal holding and
cstablished stations such as Mulyie, Mueecan,
Pardoo, Warralong, Bungalow and Ettrick.
During the last 10 years the balance of the
De Grey holding has been disposed of to
Reuben, who, during the war, spent mors
money than anyone eclse in developing his
holdings. Since that time ke has acquired
other stations including Mulyie and Ettrick.
There is no objection to a man securing land
@0 long as his total holding is under o
million acres and so lomg as he is prepared
to develop it. As I have already indicated,
the pastoralists are not asking something for
nething. They are prepared to pay for what
they receive. I believe they would have been
prepared te pay far more than the Govern-
ment asked for under the Bill,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a sccond time.

In Commitiee.
Hon. J. W, Kirwan in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Education in charge of the Bill
Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clause 3—Pastoral leases:
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
move an amendment—

That in line 6 of Subclause 2 after
‘rghall’’ the words ‘‘as regards the date
of the commencement thereof’' be inserted.
Amendment put and passed.

Hon, H. STEWART: I was interested in
Mr. Miles’ explanation regarding the atti-
tude of the pastoralists and the fact that the
Government could have secured a larger sum
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of money from the extension of these leases
than is contemplated by the Bill. I believe
the Government would bave been justified in
asking for a larger return, I do not suggest
that that should have bheen at the expensc of
people who were not in a position to take
advantage of the legislation passed during
1917, 1918 and 1919. There are other in-
stances, however, where the lessces will um-
doubtedly get the advaantage of a fine asset.

The Minpister for Education: It would be
difficult to differentiate between the two sets
of leaseholders.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willott: It ir not a good
argument to say that because you have a man
down, with his hapd tied, you should kick
hin,

Hon. H. STEWART: Let me tell hon.
members who were not in the House at the
time that, when the 1917 Land Act Amend-
ment Act was passed, the pastoralists were
given the right for 12 months to extend the
tenure of their leases to 1948. It was pro-
vided that no one should hold more than a
million acres in one division. The position
was made perfeetly clear by the then At-
torney General, Mr. R. T. Robinson. Iln 1018,
beecause of war conditions which had pre-
vented some of the lessees from exercising
their rights, Parliament reasonably extended
the opportunity to leaseholders for a further
12 months. During that period a mumber of
people holding larger areas, and in defiance
of the apirit of the 1917 amending legislation,
took advantage of a loophole in the Act to
convert themselves into c¢ompanies and so
were enabled to retain the larger holdings.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Was a loophole found
or was it there all the time?

Hon. H. STEWART: War conditions pre-
vented some people from getting rid of their
surplus leases, and on that ground Parliament
was asked to extend the time. Within a few
months of the extension, this expedient was
adopted. The purchase of surplus areas was
like buying bad debts, but they are turning
out good. The Government eould have pro-
vided for these special eases and received the
additional revenue to whicth they were en-
titled.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The Bill provides for
interest at the rate of 7 per eent. per annum.
That means simple interest. If it is desired
ts charge compound intereat, the word ‘‘eom-
pound’’ shovld be inserted.

The CHAIRMAN: To do that it will be
necessary to recommit the Bill.

Clause ag amended agreed to.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

Recommittal

On motion by Hon. G. W, Miles, Bill re-
committed for the further consideration of
Clause 3.

Clause 3—Pastoral leases:

[COUNCIL.)

Hon, G. W. MILES: I understand the in-
tention is to charge compound interest. I
move 2n amendment—

That before ‘"interest’’ in Subclause 1
the word ‘‘compound’’ be inserted.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott: Have you worked
out what compound interest means?

Ilon. G. W. MILES: People expect to pay
compound interest, and I want to see the
State get every penony it can.

Hon. F. E. S, WILLMOTT: JMembers
should make a little arithmetical caleulation.
Let them take a million acres at a double
rental, 18s. per 1,000 acres, 7 per cent. com-
pound interest for five years, and ascertain
what the rate will mean.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: The people that came
under the leasing provisions of the 1917 Act
have paid their money and probably created
an overdratt. Surely the people coming un-
der the Act now shonld pay interest for the
retrospective period.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott: They have to pay
double rextt from 1917,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: So did everyone
clse, If the double rent is more than the ap-
praisement, they get a refund on the rent.
If the double rent is less, they pay the dif-
ference. Compound interest should be stipu-
lated.

Hon. G. W. MILES: There ig a lease in the
Kimberley district paying 5s. per thousand
acres under the old Act. That has been paid
and [ understand it will be required to pay
anotber 5s. for the last five years. That will
mean about £23¢ per annom. Seven per cent.
on that would be a fleahite. The whole thing
is o gift to them.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
was intended to charge compound interest.
Therefore I hope the amendment will be
agreed to.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. H. STEWART: Members should sat-
isfy themselves that Subclause 2 will achieve
the desired object. I suggest that progress
be reported te permii of further consideration.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: This
matter was brought under the notice of the
Solicitor General by Mr. Holmes., It was care-
fully congidered and his opinion was clear
that the position is safeguarded.

Hon. H. Stewart: That occurred in 1917.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Bub-
sequently the Solicitor General apent half an
hour in my office, and satisfied me that the
position was safeguarded. I also referred the
matter to the Premier, and he sssured me I
could take the responsibility for moving the
amendment, I again saw the Solicitor Geun-
eral and T do not think anything more can
be done.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Minister has
told the Committee that the Solicitor General
satisfied me. I would point out, however,
that I am only a layman.

Hon. H. Stewart: Do you feel satisfied?
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: 1 discussed the mat-
ter with the Solicitor General and the Premier.
Mr, Sayer found bimself faced with all man-
ner of difficulties when T drew attention to
the clause as it stood. Everything had been
legalised under the Bill. Now we limit the
legalisatian as from the date of the commence-
ment of the leases, and that is what the Gov-
ernment originally intended to do. The neces-
sity for fixing a date is that some leases were
appraised in 1918 and some in 1919, 1920 and
1921. The holders paid double remtal, and
in some ecases the appraisement was more
than double the rental. The holders were
setting up the plea that they were going to
pay double rental up to the time of appraise-
ment ard after that they would pay the ap-
praised price. It is proposed now to take them
back to 1918 and say, ‘‘Pay the appraised
price from then.’’ That is what the Govern-
ment intended to do, but they went further
unwittingly.

Hon. H, Stewart: What I wanted to kuow
was whether the provision applied only to the
leases,

Clanse, as further amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with an amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—GERALDTON HARBOUR WORKS
RATLWAY.

8econd Reading.

The MINISI'ER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-Wesat) [10.7] in moving the
second reading said: This short Bill becomes
necessary in consequence of the Government
having decided to improve the harbour faeili-
ties at Geraldton. An amount of £1,340,00%
has been set aside for a period of 10 years to
permit of improvements being made to the
Geraldton harbour. The money is to be ex-
pended at intervals of 2342 years as follows:
—First instalment £400,000, second instalment
£390,000, and the third instalment £530,000.
The proposed line is very short. It is neces-
sary to have it, however, for the purpose of
its being used in econncetion with the con-
struction of the harbour works, It will even-
tually hecome a part of the railway system.
It is considered by the Crown Law Depart-
ment that the Bill is unneceessary, otherwise
it will not be possible to proceed with the
works at the harbour. The approximate cost
is £10,000. T move—

That the Bill be now read o sccond time.
Question put and passed.
RBill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
hate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.
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BILL—GENERAL LOAN AND INSCRIBED
STOCK ACT CONTINUANCE,

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the Hth December.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East} [10.15]: [
look upon this Bill as of the gravest import-
apce. I have always been nervous lest
the State, in borrowing inoney, should
be entering Iinto competition with pri-
vate persong who wish to horrow for
the developnient of the assets of the
country. If we do not adhere fairly
closely to the old rule which has governed
our State borrowings for years, that the rate
of interest must be kept at a low level, West-
ern Australia may beecome a serious eompetitor
with her citizens in the money market, The
State has been borrowing at higher and higher
rates of interest. Comparatively a few years
ago all our loans were raised at abont three
and a half per cent, With regard to loecal
ingeribed stock the law provided that money
should not be raised locally at anything over
four per cent, As money hecame dearer, we
had to amend our law and increase the rate
of interest. I was very pleased when the
present Premicr announeed, some months ago,
that he intended to bring in a measure to
reduce the rate of interest, Suddenly, how-
ever, he found the money market less favour-
able; and therefore we have this Bill, I fear
we are rapidly approaching the stage when
we shall be like a dog chasing ite own tail.
The Government are spending the wmoney
very freely. They are using up money so
quickly that many of the people who have
to pay high taxation in order to meet the
State’s interest bill are mnot inclined to go
on with improvements or to invest more money
in this country. If the people bLrought to
Western Australin remained here, if our popu-
lation were inereansing year by year in as
great a ratio as we hoped, then our indebted-
ness wonld not be so serious, But, secing
that our population ia deéreasing while our
indebtedness per head is growing rapidly, I
question whether we are justified in continuing
this legislation and thereby enabling the Gov-
erament to go on borrowing at ‘very high
rates of interest. We know that a five and
a-half per cent. loan is being put upon the
Avstralian market, free of income tax, both
Atate and Federal. If our Government have
to pay such a rate as that, what on earth
will the private individual have to pay when
he wishes to borrow in order to develop his
propositions? We have just passed a measure
dealing with pastoral leases. A pastoral lease
is no use to its holder unless he can obtain
money at a low rate of interest.

The Minister for Education: Pastoral leases
are pretty valuable,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: They are pretty
expensive to handle. I know the general
opinion is that they are extremely lucrative,
hot travelling round the country ome finds
many people, holding numerovs leases and
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paying high rates of interest and getting
no great returns from their properties. We
hear of the successful owners of leases, but
not of those who have failed. Many pastor-
alists at times suffer very severely from the
effeets of drought. That has been the ex-
perience here for many years. While there
are magnificent opportunities for pastoral
lessees, a pastoral lease can be worked success-
fully only if the holder can develop it with
the aid of cheap money. I know the Govern-
ment will require even more money than they
are now asking for. The Government should
pause, and consider seriously how much longer
they are to go on borrowing money at high
rates of interest, thua creating dangerous com-
petition against the producers throughout
Western Australia. I sineerely hope that dur-
ing an carly session we shall have the Bill
whivh the Premier hoped to introduce during
this session, reduving the rate at which the
State i3 authorised to borrow.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commiitee, cte.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time, and passed.

BILL—VETERINARY SURGEONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Order read for the resumption of the de-
bate from the 4th December.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee,
Clause 1—agreed to,
Clanse 2-—Amendment of Section 25:

Hon, W, CARROLL: With regard to the
radius of 30 miles propesed by this elause,
we have to bear in mind the searcity of veter-
inary surgeons in this State, I believe there
i3 not one between Kellerberrin and Kal-
goorlie; T krow there is not one between Kel-
lerberrin and Northam The cest of trans-
porting a veterinary surgeon, frequently by
motor car, represents a very heavy expense,
Very often the sickness of an animal cun be
cured by a handy man, without the inter-
vention of a veterinary surgeon. I move an
amendment—

That **'thirty,’’ in line 9, be struck out,
and ‘*fifteen’’ ingerted in lien,

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: I
cannot aecept the amendment. The Bill is
very liberal as regards helpiag certain people
along, but there is another side to the ques-
tion, the side of the man who has passed his
examinations as a veterinary surgeon. With

[COUNCIL.

every consideration for farmers and settlers,
I still regard thirty miles as a reasonable
radius. Bome good practical men, no doubt,
will be benefited by the passing of this meas-
ure, but still they are not men who have
passed examinations and obtained certificates.
The amendment seems to me unreasonable,

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I support the clause
ag it stands, and I must express my surprise
at Mr, Carroll’s suggeation. Permits are
granted to men to perform certain work,
principally castration and dentistry. Even
with a 30-mile radivs the qualified veterinary
surgeon will stand a poor chanece of earning
sufficient 1o keep him. Instead of 30 miles,
it would be more satisfactory if we made it
50 miles. Men prosecuting this work have
been travelling 70 miles and 80 miles, and can
only then just make a living at the avocation.

Hon, A, J, H. SAW: The great complaint
from owners of valuable stock is of thu
shortage of qualified veterinary surgeoms. 1f
Mr. Carroll's object be to make the few still
fewer, he will achieve it by his amendment;
for it will mean that any veterinary surgeon
may be exposed to the competition of unquali-
fied men without a permit residing only 15
mileg away, and so the qualified men will be
driven out of the country districts into the
towns.

Hon, BE. ROSE: I will support the clause
as it stands. The 30 miles provided is a
short enough distance. I agree with Dr.
Baw, that if we reduec tlie distance to 15
miles the qualified men will be driven out of
the country districts. The Bill is essentially
a reasonable one.

Hon. V. BAMERSLEY: I am concerned,
not so much about the qualified veterinary sur-
geon as about the stock owners. Many of
the towns in the agricultural distriets are
only 13 miles apart. Whenever an animal
falls sick the owner is very glad to get somc
help from, say, the local chemist. Under
the Bill, if there be a qualified veterinary
surgeon within 30 miles, ne so-called un-
qualified man can be called in. Even at pre-
sent one tan never get a qualified man without
having to pay at least £5 for car hire. It is
good for the qualified man, and perhaps for
the motor trade, but not for the stock owner.
If the distance be left at 30 miles many
owners will allow their animals to die rather
than bring an expensive surgeon 30 miles. T
will support the amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 7

Noes 12

Majority against 5

AvES.

Hon, V, Hamersley Hon, H. Seddon
Hon. J. W. Hickey Hon, F. E. 8. Willmntt

Hon. J. J. Holmes Hen. W, Carroll
Hon, A. Lovekin {Teller
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NoEs.
Hon, A, Burvill Hon. (. Potter
Hon. J. Dulfell Hon. E. Hose
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. A. J. H, Saw
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. H. Stewart

Hon. J. M, Macfarlane

{Telier.}

Hon. R. J. Lynn
Hoen. G. W, Miles i
Hon, J. Nlcholson

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.
Read a third time and passed.

BILL—LAXE GRACE-NEWDEGATE
RAILWAY.

Sacond Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOXN (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) [10.44] in moving
the second reading said: Tbe Bill authorises
the construction of a railway from Lake Grace
to Newdegate. The plans are on the Table
of the House, and I have here reports that
will give hor. members the fullest information.
1 have confidence in placing the Bill before
the House because of the fact that I have
recently visited this distriet. T did not go
as far as Lake Grace, but I went a consider-
able distance along the railway, and saw that
it was a promising district. Some of the tar-
mers I met were under the Industries Assist-
ance Board. They were in a bad way last
year, but now they bave magnificent crops.
One particular crop belonging to a client of
the board will probably go well over 30
bushels of wheat to the acre. It was stated
that this farmer should this year be able to
get out of his difficulties, and be well on the
road to becoming a prosperous wheat grower.
He i3 not situated in the best of wheat grow-
ing country, for beyond Lake Grace and up
to Newdepgate the land is known to be superior,
from the point of view of wheat growing, but
pot so in respect of cattle or sheep. The
length of the proposed line is 35 miles. It
has been recommended by the advisory board.
There is another propesition the board also re-
commend under certain conditions. The line
is estimated to cost £140,000, if 60lb. rails
are used in its construction. The Government
believe that all lines in future, unless any
partieular railway should prove too costly
and be a settack te the people concerned,
should be built with 60ib rails. The en-
gineers are also aatisfied, after consulting the
Commissioner of Railways, that this is the
best policy to pursue and that heavier rails,
such as 60lb., will more than compensate for
the extra cost of the railway, because of its
exira carryving capacity. That is the general
policy of the Government. If 100lb. raile
are used the line will provide for still greater
safety for the travelling public, but we have
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Yimited the weight of rails, for ordinary
railway construction, to 60ibs.

Hon, @. 'W. Miles: When is it proposed to
build the line.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
It will be built as soon as it is necessary.

Hon. A. Lovekin: As soon as possible you
mean.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
No. Tha work done on the Newdegate area is
not yet fully productive, but next year the
district should be producing very much more.
When operations are in full swing, it will be
necessary to construet the line in order to
carry the produce to market. T should think
this railway would he built at an early date.
The Government have not decided what
weight of rails to use on that line. They have
a number of 451b. rails in stock, and after the
most mature consideration, it may be decided
to build the line with those rails. The ques-
tion, however, is receiving careful considera-
tion. The Commissioner of Railways has no
doubt upon the matter. He says it ig better
to lay down 60lb. rails even if the cost is
greater, for very much heavier loads can be
carried over such a line, and it is in the in-
terests of the cheap working of our railways
to have heavier rails.

Hon. J. W. Hickey: That is quite a change.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
It is quite right, and I approve of it, because
I happen to know how easily with heavy
trafic a light line will go to pieces, The
Government have secured rails which will en-
able tham to carry out their policy,

Hon. J. W. Hickey: In the interests of
ceonomy and of the publie.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I am glad to have the' hon. member’s ap-
proval. The proposed line will serve about
15,000 acres per mile of line, and there
will be under the sphere of influence of this
line, 525,780 acres. There has been surveyed
an area of 125,075 acres; unsurveyed first
class land 7,000 aeres; unsurveyed sescond
¢lass 105,000 acres, and unsurveyed third class
land 288,705 acres. The line itself has not
yet been surveyed. Mr. Holmes looks at me
as if he were astonished at that. The difficul-
ties of surveying are nil. It is easy country
through which to run a line, and the route
of the line has been located. The lina will be
built within reasomable distance of its loea-
tion, but the aetual permanent survey has not
vet been completed. This accounts for the
deviation to the morth and south of the line,
for it will enable the surveyors to take the
proposed line two or three miles to the north
or south as the necessities demand.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: You are not loocking for
a terminus, T hope.

The MIXISTER FOR EDUCATIOX :
No, the surveyors are on the job now. After
consultation with the engineers, I am satis-
fied the line will require to be deviated very
little from the position it now occupies on
the plan. A flying survey will be made.
There are no engineering difficulties and the
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location of the line cannot be altered to any
extent.

Hon. J. Mills:
cattle country?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
I said the land in and around Wagin is more
snitable for sheep and eattl: than the land
further out. I believe the land at Newdegate
and Lake Grace is more suitzble for wheat
growing than for stock raising

Hon. H. Stewart: It is the finest wheat
land in the State.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOX :
The land to the east is more valuable for
wheat growing than anything else, but in
and around Wagin the country is ideal for
stock raising. I saw some of the best stock
there T liave ever seen in Western Australia.
The advisory board submitted to the Govern-
ment an alteraative route for a line going
through Kondinin, passing eastward about 12
miles from Kalrarin, and thez going in a
south-easterly direction to Newdegate. The
idea ia to get as direct a route to Newdegate
u% possible. The alternative means the con-
struetion of 60 miles of railway to connect
Kondinin and Newdegate.

Hon., J, W. Kirwan; As against 37 miles,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Yos. It is clearly laid down in the report of
the board that the objective is to get as direct
a line to Newdegate as possible. That could
be achieved by connecting it up with Lake
Grace, a distance of 37 miles. The wheat
would then go through Lake Graee into Wagin
and from there to Collie into Bunbury, the
natural port of tbe district Membera do
agree that the natural port of a distriet should
he made the port of shipment.

Hon. J. Mills: What abont Geralditon?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Bun-
bury is a natural port for Newdegate, Lake
Grace, Wagin, Narrogin and the country
about there. It all trends towards Bunbury.
We are hopeful we ghall have extended to us
in Bunbury the facilities that have already
been given to Geraldton.

Hon. J. Milla: You have had all the money
spent in Bunbury,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Geraldton has a wonderful opportunity, and
T wish the hon, member all sorts of luck
with that port. We are not getting any-
thing like the money spent in Bunbury that
is being spent in Geraldton. I am glad to
know that Bunbury is so favourably situ-
ated that it will get the trade from the dis-
tricts I have referred to. EKalgarin is about
12 miles east of Kondinin, and the ecountry
is very beantiful. The suggeation was made
to go from Kalgarin in an easterly direction
and strike south-easterly towards Newde-
gate, a distance of 65 miles. It is the
opinjon of the Government, and my own,
that it would be Ybetter to have a
direet line from XKondinin eastward to
Kalgarin, and tap that country with a
spur lige, rather than construct a rail-
way 65 miles in length. If that is dome
and another line goes out eventuaily from

1s it not suitable sheep or
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Kondinin, these lines will serve some
splendid country to the eastward. The
Newdegate settlers have now to eart their
produce from 30 to 35 miles.

Hon. J. Duffell: How many settlers are
there at Newdegate?

The MINISTER FQOR EDUCATION:
Thbere is a considerable settlement of re-
turned soldiers there, and these men are
working very satisfactorily, The line would
greatly encourape the development of the
district, The proposal for a line of 65 miles
from Kondinin to Newdegate would not
serve such good country as would be served
by a line going east from Lake Grace, nor
would it serve such good country as a line
going east from Kondinin through Kalgarin,
and into the beautiful country there, The
alternative as reported on by the advisory
board is not satisfactory in the interests of
the State, and does not appeal to the Gov-
ernment. The right thing to do is to build
a short line of 35 miles and give immediate
railway facilities that are so muneh required.
A very valuable argument is put forward.
It is suggested that the rails and material
that would be required for a length of 65
miles could he utilised for two separate
rouies, one of 35 miles from Lake Grace to
Newdegate, and the other a line runuving out
35 miles east from Kondinin. It could be
absorbed on these two spur lines and would
constitute a great saving to the State.

Hon. H. Seddon: What doez the Commis-
sioner of Railways say about the dead end?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There will be no dead end about this ling,
beeause the spur lines go out for a certain
distance and later on it may be necessary to
link them up by another railway rurning
parallel with the main line.

Hon. H. Stewart: It will end at the Esper-
ance line.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: The
railway will make for the development of
the wheat areas and give necessary facilitiea
to the people settled at Newdegate. I have
not particulars regarding the number of
settlers there. The route suggested by the
Government is the better one. I do not think
it would be right, in the interests of the
State, to Tun the line suggesied from Kon-
dinin when, with a shorter length of 35
miles, we can connect up with Lake Grace
through Wagin and Collie and on to Bun-
bury, which is the natwral port for this
district. Y have every confidence in placing
the Bill before hon. members and I move—

That the Bill be now recd o second lime.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN (South) [11.2]: T
second the motion, Comparatively recently I
discovered that Newdegate is within the pro-
vinee I represent im this Chamber. It is in-
tereating {o note how the industrial character
of that pravince and of other goldfields areas
to the north-east are changing. The South and
North-East Provinees, which were at one time
exclusively devoied to mining, are now en-
gaged in additional oecupations. For in-
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stance, in many areas there lLus been a nar-
vellony developiment; large pastoral areas are
changing hands and the holders are going in
for sheep. The agricuitaral industry also
seems to he advancing from different diree-
tions towards us. It is advancing along the
Yastern Goldfields line at Westonia and
Bouthern Cross, Tt is advaneing north from
Fsperance, and now from Newdegate and the
south-west it iz advancing towards the recog-
nigsed goldficlds areas. 1 have looked inmto
the question of routes regarding this railway,
and I do not agree with the Minister that
the route chosen by the Government is the
better of the two. In wmy opinion it would
have been hetter had the Government gone in
tor a bolder policy of development and ae-
cepted the advisory board’'s recommendation
by constrocting the line from Kondinin down
tv Newdegate, with 2 view to its further ex-
tension to one of the southern ports,

Hon, A, Burvill: Yes, to Albany.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAXN: Later on that line
could have linked up by cress lines with the
existing railway running north and south.
What prompied me to spcak on this matter
was a Jetter I received from a resident of the
locality who knows much more about the dis-
triet than T do. 1 will read the letter, and
perhaps the Minister will look inte the state-
ments contained in it. The letter reads—

Regarding the Bill, briefly T may say it is

a great disappointment to the Kalgarin re-

turned soldiers who are settled therc, set-

tled in more waya than one, if railway faeili-
ties are not provided to take their wheat to
market. This settlement was started ahout
three years agn, These settlers were in-
duced to take up the land on the under-
standing that a railway would be built in
the near futurce, and by thc high class qual-
ity of the land.

I understand more promises than one were

made regarding this railwar.

The Minister for Education: They are with-
in 121% miles of a railway now.

Hon. J. W. KTRWAN: According to the
letter that is not the position. The writer
continues—

A romour has heen circulated that no
such promise has been given, that they went
out at their own risk. This is quite wrong.
The promise of the railway is contained in
‘*Hansard'’ and was given in the Assembly
hy the Premier last January. The further
fact of nearly £80,000 having heen ad-
vanced by the Apgricultural Bank proves
the statement. The settlement is too great
a distanee from a railway to permit of
carting wheat and making the industry pay-
able. The nearest railway is at Kondinin
and the settlers are from 20 to 40 miles
away. The land is gimlet forest snil mixed
with salmon pum and consequently first
vlass wheat land. Tt is about 150,000 acres
in extent, and is one of the biggest wheat
areag unsettled in the State. This season
the returned soldier farmers will take off
5,000 acres of wheat, but how they are
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guing to get it to market is a serious prob-
lem. Tt is estimated that about 25,000 bags
of wheat will be harvested, which at 4s.
per bushel means £15000. The weight
would be 2,100 tons; this, at 1s. 6d. per ton
to cart, would cost £5,500, a burden these
men eannot bear. If the Raillway Advis-
ory Board's recommendations had been em-
bodied in the Bill these setlers, as well as
the settters at East Jilakin, and, of course,

Newdegate, would all be provided for.

Tt seems to me somewhat strange that the
recommendation of the Railway Advisory
Board was departed from.

The Minister for Education: It was not.
The board made a recommendation along the
lines T have indicated. What the hion. mem-
ber has quoted is the alternative route.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: T have quoted the
statement made by the writer of this letter,
and if what T have heard about the matter
to-day is correct, the Government are pursu-
ing the wrong courge in connection with this
line, It would have been much better to build
a longer length of railway because it would
have gerved a larger number of settlers and a
wider ares of eountry. The position of an
hon, member interested in such a matter, how-
ever, is that when a railway Bill is placed be-
fore him, he has to vote for the railway, irre-
spective of whether the route adopted is the
most suitable. The Newdegate settlers will
not have a railway at all if this Bill be
thrown out. It is rather unfortunate, how-
ever, that the returned soldiers and others,
who are settled along the suggested route from
Kondinin to Newdegate, will be left in the
Inrch, despite the fact that they have been
promised railway communication.

The Minister for Edueation: They will get
their railway; they will not have to wait for
it much longer.

Hon, J. W, KIRWAN: TUnfortunately I
have ne confilence in promises of Govern-
ments in cornection with railways. I have
known of one instanee where I have waited
for vears for a railway and it is not con-
structed vet.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: Are you refevring
to the Esperance-Norseman railway ?

Hon, J. W, EIRWAXN: Yea. In view of
all the cireumstances, however, T support the
secoud reading of the Bill.

{The Deputy President took the Chair.]

Hon. R. J. LYNXN (West) [11.12]: The
House would be well advised to vote against
the construction of this railway. When in-
trodueing the Bill the Minister furnished a
good reason why the House should not agree
to the measure. He said the line had not yet
been surveyed.

Hon. H. Stewart: A flying survey has been
made.

Hoo. R, J. LYXX:
select committee inquired concerning the
Dwarda extension. That line was agreed to
many years ago and a seleet committee was
appointed to inquire intc matters concerning

During the year a
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the deviation of the proposed line.  That
railway will not be built within the next two
or three years.

The Minister for Bducation: It will be
built very soon,

Hon. R. J. LYNN: It will not be built
within the next 12 months.

The Minister for Education: FPerhaps not.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: In the dying hours of
a session we should not cotnmit the State to
further expenditure where there is any doubt
about the proposition.

The Minister for Education:
doubt aliout this railway.

Ton. R, J, LYNNX: There is a grave doubt.

The Minister for Fducation: Why do you
say that?

Hon, R, J. LYNX: Because no survey has
been made,

The Minister for Education: As a practi-
cal man vou know that that is not a grave
matter, in this instance.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: After the experience
we have had this session alone, we should not
be prompted to pass such a measure in the
coneluding stages of the session. The Gov-
ernment ask us to agree to the construction
of a line that will cost £140,000. Few mem-
bers—there may be one or two exceptions—
know anything at 211 about this Bill and that
the fact that no survey has been made pre-
sents additional difficulties.

The Minister for Edueation:
being surveyed now,

Hon. R. J. LYNN: That is no reason why
we should commit the country te sueh heavy
expenditure. I do not think the Minister will
claim that the construction of the line is a
matter of urpency and that it could not be
evnsidered within the next 12 months,

The Minister for Education: There is
urgency abont it.

Hon. R. J. LYNX: In that case the Bill
could be hurried through early mext session.
The Minister emphasised that the route pre-
posed by the Bill is the original route recom-
mended, and that the alternative route wasre-
commended by the Railway Advisory Board
on the 13th November, 1922,

The Minister for Education:
heard made both recommendations,

Hon. R. T. LYNXN: On the 13th November,
1928, the board consisted of Mr. King, Mr.
Anketell, Mr. Lord and Mr. Sutton, and they
recommencled the route via Kalgarin and East
Jilakin. Does the Bill now before the House
embody the previous recommendation?

Hon, T, Stewart: Both recommendations
are eontained in the one report.

The Minister for Education: That is so.

Hon, R. J. LYNN: Assuming both are in
the one report—I have not seen them—surely
it is reasonable to ask that the survey be
made before the Bill is pasged.

The Minister for Education:
done.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: Perhaps it has not
been done in the past, but we have seen the
failare of that policy during this session.
Even amongst members representing the
South-East province a difference of opinion

There is no

The line is

The same

It is seldom
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existed regarding the route of the Dwarda-
Narrogin railway. We should not burry this
Bill through. There ie nmo urgency attached
to it. How many railways are authorised
and not constructed? We are told they must
be built in the order in which they were au-
thorised. This State will be unable within
the next two years to raise the money neces-
tary to construct the railways authorieed.
How can this railway be constructed within
the next two years? XNo harn: whatever can
be done if the Bill be shelved until next ses-
sion, Then we shall have more information.

Hon. H. Stewart; You will get some more
information to-night.

Hon. R. J. LYNXN: The hon. member no
doubt had a pleasurable time rvisiting the
locality with the Leader of the House.

Hon, H. Stewart: No, the Mipister did not
get there.

Hon. R. J. LYNN:
knows nothing about it.

Hon, H. Stewart: You are rather ridiculous.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: It seems ridiculous
for the Minister to be recommending an ex-
penditure of £140,000 to build a railway to
a place he has never scen.

Hon, H, Stewart: You are speaking with-
ount having any information,

Hon. R. J. LYNN: T am epeaking on the
information submitted by the Minister in in-
troducing the Bill. Next session the hon.
member may be able to mive ua more detail
from the seat now acenpied by the Minister.
On the information given we are not justified
in passing the Bill, A private letter came
into my possession, something on the lines of
the letter read by Mr, Kirwan. It says there
are 23,000 bags of wheat at distances of 20
to 40 mniles from a railway. I have no desire
to Dblock the construetion of this line. The
pionecrs are entitled to all possible considera-
tion. T have never been one to refuse to sup-
port the people whko go out and pioneer the
country, but if there ia any doubt——

The Minister for Education: There is no
doubt,

Hon. R. J. LYNX: There is this doubt
that the eircular I received stated the rail-
way was to be built from Kondinin to Newde-
gate via Kalgarin and East Jilakie as recom-
mended by the advisory board. That ap-
peals to me as showing some doubt. On the
other hand, information has been given to me
by Mr, Harris that a Jarge quantity of wheat
will he harvested 20 to 40 miles away. As
the railway cannot possibiy be constructed
within the next year or two, why pass the
Bill to-night? It need remain in abeyance
for only six months. A majority of members
are not well versed in the details. Why not
give them an opporiunity to ascertain whether
there is any justification for the letters that
have been cireulated? I shall oppose the
Bill,

Hon. H. STEWART (South-East) [11.22}:
I can pive the House some sound reasons why
the Bill should be passed. If during my six
venrs in the House T have aequired any repu-
tation for reliability or ability to substan-

Then the Minister
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tiate my facts, my remarks should carry sowme
weight. I shall not speak of the rival routes
in any partisan spirit, but before I have
finished the House will have more informa-
tion than it has had on most railway Bille
sinee 1 have been a member. I, too, received
a circular signed by Mr. Hugh de Largie and
Ar, Alex, Rankine. The ex-Senator presented
it to me and discussed it with me, Settle-
ment has extended east of Kondinin and
Kulin and a little east of Lake Grace be-
canse of the discovery of a fine helt of land.
Those places are in my province.

Hon. .J. Cornell: XNewdegate iz in my pro-
vinee,

Hen, H. STEWART: {nly during the
last couple of maonths has it become known
that Newdegate was in the hon. member’s
provinee, That was shown on the map re-
Inting to the redistribution of ~eats.

Hon. J. Cornell: Fvideotly we were not
all so anxious ahout the futurc as you were.

Ilon, H. STEWART: 1 am mnot prepared
to deal with this matter in a spirit of levity.
T mentioned to Mr. de Largie and Mr. Ran-
kine that the Kondinin area itself was well
served, and that my impression was the Gov.
erament had warned the people who went out
eagt from Kondinin and cast of Kulin that
they eould not cxpect the usnal treatment in
the matter of facilities. The land was too
patchy and they could mot expeet to receive
Agricultural Bank advances or the usnal rail-
way facilifies. They replied that o railway
was promised. [ shall refer to that again
presently. T promised to put their ease be-
fore the Hounge, but 1 told them there were
at Newdegate people for whom a railway had
been recommended on account of the number
of surveyed blocks. T asked whether they
wighed those scttlers to be deprived of their
facilities because a Bill had not been intro-
duced to give those in the Kalgarin and JFila-
kin arcas railway facilities. We in this Cham-
ber cannot possibly secure the alteration of
the route of the line in such a way as to serve
all the people out there, If this is a good
Bill, why kill it? The report, accompanied
by the map T hold in my hand, has been on
the Table for several days, and thus the strie-
tures of Mr. Lyon werc not justified.

The Minister for Education: The whole
of the information is on the Table.

Hon. H. STEWAR'T: That is so. The in-
tention to construct this line has been Known
to the public sinee January of this year.
The matter has not been sprung on the House
suddenly. I was under the impression that
the people lhad gone out in that easterly di-
reetion after having been warned. Amongst
those who took up land there were Senator
Lynch and a number of his friends. They
took up large areas of land in that part of
the State. Messrs. De Largie and Rankine
declared that the construction of a railway
was promised and I will give the circum-
stances under which T believe that promise
was made. The Railway Advisory Board re-
ported on serving the Newdegate area by
route ‘*A-B,”" and in their report of the 3rd
November, 1922, suggested an alternative
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route, ‘‘B-(-0).’' Relatively the Newdegate
‘*A-B"" line will serve more surveyed good
country than will the extra 30 miles of
“'B-C-D’’ line. After the publication of the
report, the member for Williams-Narrogin
{Mr. Johnston) asked a questioz in the As-
sembly with regard to the construction of the
line. He desired to know whether it was the
intention of the Government during that ses-
sion te introduce a Bill for the construetion
of a rajlway from Kondinin to Newdegate in
aecordance with the recomu.endations of the
Advisory Board, dated 13th November, 1922.
The Premier replied that a Bill would be in-
froduced next session. These, I think, are the
circumstances under which the promise of
railway comumunication was made to the set-
tlers. Next day a paragraph appeared in the
““West Australian'’ on the subject of new
railways. It reads as follows:—

The Premier said yesterday that a wrong
impression might be created by his re-
ported reply to a question asked by Mr.
Jolknston i the Legislative Assembly. He
wag reported to have said that a Bill would
be introduced next session foi the construe-
tion of a railway from Kondirin to Newge-
gate in acecordance with the recommenda-
tions of the Railway Advisory Board of the
13th November, 1922. The report of the
hoard chiefly had reference to railway com-
munieation from Lake Grace to Newdegate
which the board found would serve 15,000
acres per mile of line and about 3,770 acres
per mile of first-class land classified and
unclagsified. The consideration of the
country east of Kondinin was included, be-
cause of a previous instruetion to report
upon this area. The Bill to be introduced
thercfore, would have veference to a rail-
way from Lake Grace to Newdegate and
not to a railway from Kondinin to Newde
gate,

Now 1 propose to give some information
with regard to the Newdegate district, and 1
ean submit this frem personal experience.
You, Mr, Deputy President, will realise that
during visits I have made there I have gone
into portion of your provinee, That, of course,
was done in ignorance, bot it i3 not the only
portion of your provinee that I have vigited,
T am pleased to say. Yf there is anything 1
can do to nssist those worthy pioneers, who
happen to be in your province, T shall be only
too glad to do it and alse in a spirit of help-
fuluess to you and to your colleagues,

Hon. J, Cornell: The members of the South
Provinee are all charitably disposed.

Hen, H. STEWART: There is a settle-
ment at Lake Grace that is as prosperous as
that in any of the other agriculiural areas.
In 1910 a band of men went out 40 miles
ahead of the railway line and they were 20
miles from the nearest water. There was
amongst them a sprinking of Australians, buf
mest of them were new-chum Englishmen.
Thev went out there with their wives and
families and took up wheat land on which the
people of Wagin and Dumbleyung said they
would all do a perish on account of a deficient
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rainfall, To-day that area can comparg with
any other part of the wheat belt in regard to
its productiveness. That district is to-day
producing 80,000 bags of wbeat. Only one-
third of the arca approximately has been
cleared and the peopls who are there are
working as quickly as thay can to make the
whole lot ready for ecultivation, It is ad-
mitted, however, that there are more people
at Newdegate than there are at Loke Grace
and that within a few years if the means of
marketing wheat are given, the distriet
of Newdegate will equal in  productive-
ness that of Lake Grace. In March of last
year T was out there with the Minister for
Agriculture (Mr. Maley)., He -vent there, be-
cause three of the pioneers at Lake Grace who
hal heen out at infervals and had explores
this country, were go grateful to the State
that just on the eve of the I’remier's sailing
fer England, they told him of this area of
country. Two of the men in question, Car-
ruthers and Franks, are as finc a type of En-
glishmen as can be found in Western Aus-
tralia. One of them who came here with a large
family amd very little in the way of cash re-
sources, is to-day an exceedingly prosperous
man. The land held by these men is not at
Newdegate, but at Lake Grace, and they
cannot possibly benefit by the extension of
the railway. They are entirely disinter-
ested. They were so persistent in their
opinion of the value of the Jland and
in their Jemand that there should he a
Ministerial visit to that part of the State
that Mr. Maley eventuvally agreed to go there
at the first appertunity. I accompanied Mr.
Maley on that trip. That land is almost en-
tirely occupied by Australian and Imperial
ex-soldiers who were carefully selected, Some
of the unemployed were sent to that land to
do preliminary chopping down for clearing.
That was to be a tax on the land, and the
land is g0 good that it can stand even some of
the ineffective work of the uremployed. The
land will not only make heavy traffic for a
railway, but in the course of a few years, will
make the holders of 1,000 acres of it inde-
pendent. Formerly there was some poor lana
vnutilised along the Great Southern railway,
but since the days of the Lefroy Government
the decrease in the price of poor land and the
increase in the priee of wool have caused that
land to be taken up for the purpose of run-
ning sheep, The same remark applies to the
second and third class land of the Lake Grace
area. For nearly 60 of the 74 miles between
Lake Grace and Wagin, there isg hardly a
block available; the land has heen taken up
for grazing. A man with 3 block of 1,000
acres, however, cannot get much revenue from
it until he has a couple of hundred acres
cleared. I was on the Newdegate area with
his Excellency the Governor on the 21st No-
vember. The Under Secretary for Lands was
there also and he told the people that the
Premier would introduce n Bil' for this line,
The Premier had previously told the settlers
that the railway would not be built until they
had shown their confidence in the district by
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clearing their land and producing traffic for
the railway. In this case the Premier stated
expressly that the settlers must first prove
themsgelves. I have pleasure in stating, Mr.
Deputy President, that these electors of your
provinee, are doing the work right manfully.
As regards the poorer land in the Lake Grace
district, let me point out that the Kukerin
country, until the experimental work of the
present Minister for Agriculture with plots of
speeial wheats and cultural work had heen
done, was regarded as an absolute failure for
wheat production. The Kukerin settlers, who
were in despair after 10 years of effort, have
latterly told the Minister for Agrieulture that
with the guidance and help derived from the
cxperimental plots started about three scasons
ago they have heen enabled to see their way to
gut elear ef the Industrics Assistance Board
and pay all their debts. Previously the lands of
second and third quality along the Dumble-
ying-Kukerin line wer¢ not being wiilised
adequately. With cheap methodg of clearing
and with eapital, the poorer lands can be
gettled, Men established on first elasg land
can subsequently take up second and third
class country, and use it for fodder crops
and running sheep. Thus the second and
third class lands will be gradually brought
into eultivation, and the whole of the area
along the railway lines utilised. This
particular belt of country at Newdegate is
a compact area of first ¢lass wheat land and
the scttlers on it have shown their bona
fides. T believe there are now some 240
souls on the area. The plan which is ex-
hibited to us shows bow many blocks are
held. Ewvery holder of a block who does not
ocenpy it has received notice that it will be
forfeited if be does not reside on it and
improve it within a limited period. With-
out such regulations we may have wheat
dumps on an area for a year or so, but we
shall have abandoned holdings if the railway
he not authorised. .
Hou, G, W. MILES: T move—
That the debate be adjourned.

AMotion put, and & division taken with the
following result—

Ayes .. 12
Noaes e .. 8
Majority for 4
AYES.
Hon. J. Duffell Hon. J. M. Mactarlane
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. G, W, Miles
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. J. Milla
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. A. Lovekin Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott
Hon. R. J. Lynn Hoa. J. Nichnlson
{Teller.)
No=s,
Hon. W. Carroll Hon, E. Ruse
Hon. J, Cornell Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon, V. Hamersley Hon, H. Stewart
Hoan. G. Polter Hon. A. Burvill
{Priler.)

Motion thus passed; the debate adjourned.
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BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Aesembly and read a
first time.

BILL—LOAN, £3,763,000.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly notifying that
it had deeclined to make the Council’s re-
guested amendment, now considered.

Ta Committee,

. Hon, J. W, Eirwan in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Education in charge of the Bill.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION : T
move—
That the Council ‘s request be not pressed.

I do not think hon. members have any de-
sire to embarrass the Government. Mr.
Lovekin, who moved the requested amend-
ment, has agreed to the attitude I take up.
The object that hon. member had in view
having been attained, he i now satisfied.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: 1t is frue I told the
Minister I did not intend to press the
amendment any further. But I was speak-
ing solely for myself. There is some small
excuge for the action of the Government
and, baving made a protest, I am satisfied.
But if in future we get a Bill asking auth-
ority to borrow money for the payment of
interest, I shall oppose it as strenuously as
T possibly can.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Mr. Lovekin says
ho will fight to the last ditch any future
Bill like this one. But if we pass this one
we shall be establishing the primeiple, and
the hon. member will have mueh more diffi-
culty in fighting that principle next time.
T do not want to lose the Bill.

Hon. J. Cornell: You cannot do that, for
the Government will not allow it to be losat.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Then I will vote’
for the pressing of the amendment.

Hon. J. CORNELL: We appear to have
arrived at the parting of the ways, where
memberg have to decide whether they shall
be men or worms. Mr. Lovekin, whe
attacked the principle embodied in Clause
7, usually leads the charge from the front,
but now it seems he i3 about to lead it from
behind, He says he is satisfied with the
protest made. In field warfare the great
thing is to be able to choose one’s own
battleground. If members think the
prineiple at stake is worth fighting for, it is
now for them to choose their battleground.
The Government vannot afford to lose the
Bill.

The Minister for Education: Wonld the
hon. member take a mean advantage of that?

Hon, J. CORNELL: The Government have
taken a mean advantage of us ever since
I have been in the House. It is fifty-fifty.
Clause 7 is new and dangerous,

The Minister for Education: But the eir-
cumstances are exceptional.
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Hon. J. CORNELL: That is what the thief
said when the policeman got him. The Biill
contains an innovation. Honesty, we are
told, is the high road to the poor house, If
members are desirous of taking advantage

_ of the existing cireumstances, as they are

entitled to do, now is the time, If we force
the Government to recognise the trpe posi-
tion, there is only one way in whbich they
can meet it, namely, by putting Clause 7
into a separate Bill, Tf we relinquish onr
advantage we shall not only sell ourselves
into bondage, but in the same way will sell
others who come afier us. Of course another
place would not agree with what we have
asked them to do. The Government expect
to be returned to power at the next general
vleetions and the Opposition aspire to the
same thing.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member had
better connect his remarks with the question
hefore the Chair.

Houn. J. CORNELL: I am about to do that.
Tt was not expected that the Government
would approve of the request of this Houge,
and the Opposition could not be expected to
agree to it, because it would disturb the ex-
eellent arrangement that swould exist for
them if they were returned to power. I ask
that we should insist wpon this amendment.
We sghould hold te what we haveé.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes 13
Noes 8 \
Majority for 5
ATES,
Hon. A. Burvill Hon. J. Mills
Hon. W. Carroll Hon, J. Nicholson
Hon. J. Duffell Hon. A. J. H. Baw
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. F. . 8. Willmott
Hon. J. W. Hickey Hon. E. Rose
Hon, A. Lovekin (Teller.)
NoEs,
Hon, V. Hamersley Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon. G. Potter
Hoa, R. 1. Lyno Hon. H. Seddon
Homn. J. M. Mac¢farlane ; Hon. J. Cornell

(Tealler.)

Question thus passed; the Council’s re-
quested amendment not pressed.
Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.
Third Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDTGCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) [12.22]: I move—

That the Bill be noir read e third time.
Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [12.23]: T

wish to enter my empbatic protest against
this departure from the principle that has
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existed since the introduction of responsible
government in fhis State. There is a clause
in this Loan Bill forel%l altogether to its
purport and intention as first introduced here.
Extraordinary cxceptions demand extraordin-
ary methods. The proper manner in which to

deal with this position is to consider this.

elause in a special Bill, and deal with it on
its merits and in the light of the peculiar
circumstances existing. 1 hope members will
stick solidly to the lines of procedure that
have been hauded down to them, and see that
& Loan Bill is vonfined to loan purposes, and
that nothing foreign to itp purport is allowed
to be emhodied in it. This is an innovation,
and innovations that are introduced into Bills
and disturb the customary procedure of re-
sponeible government are dJdangerous, and
should be dealt with as special legislation.
Responaible government has been built up
on well ordered and sound rocedure.

Question put and passed.
Bill read o third time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECTAL.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) [12.26]: I move—

That the House al ite rising adjourn
until 2,30 pam. this afternoon.

It is not my desire to burry the work of the
gession. Members have done wonderfully well
to-day and I am sure, if we meet at half-past
two this afternoon, long before the time
arrives for the Plemler to go to Busseclton at
11.30 to-night, the work of the session will be
over. If wembers will assist me we should
be able to adjourn in time to aliow the Pre-
mier to go to Busselton.

Question put and passed.

House adjnurped at 12.28 am. {Thursday).
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

pan., and read prayers.

QUESTION —WHEAT PRQDUCTION,
KONDININ,

Mr. HICKMQTT asked the Promier: 1, Is
he awure that the new settlers sast of Kon-
dinin will have over 20,000 bags of wheat this
season? 2, If mo, low docs he propose to
asrist them to get their wheat ta the railway?

The PREMIER replied: 1, I accept the
hon, wember’s atatement as to the quantity
available. 2, The Government do not ecart
wheat to the railway for farmers.

QUESTIONS (2)—MINING INDUSTRY.
Miter’s Phthisis Act, Proclamation.

Mr. LUTEY asked the Minister for Mines:
Is it the intention of the Government to have
the Miner’s Phthisis Act of last session made
operative by proclamation hefore the 3lst
December nextd

The IREMIER (for the Jlinister for
Mines) replied: The matter is now under
consuleration, the proclamation of the Bill
depending tv some extent upon the date of
the eompletion of the Commonwealth Labora-
tory at Kalgoorlie.

South African dines, Inquiry.

My, LUTEY asked the Minister for Mines:
1, Is it the intention of the Government, as
ontlined by the Minister, to appoint a min-
ing representative to inquire into the ventila-
tion, sanitation, and working conditions ot
the gold mines of South Africa? 2, If so,
when will the appeintment he made?

The PREMIER (fnr the Minister for Mines)
replied: 1, Yes. Mr. W. Phoenix, Inspec-
tor of \Imes, has been appeinted, and will
arrive in South Africa during February next.



